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shall arise, of such a character as to demand the L An act to construe the act entitled ‘* An act for | 
sundering of the strongest party ties, the longest || the relief of James M. Goggin,’’ approved July 
friendshi »s,and a separation from those for whose | 27, 1854. . 
support i should ever feel grateful, I shall feel On motion of Mr. TRUMBULL, the Senate | 
bound to do so. — adjourned. 
cumstances to exist at the present time. 

[ have stated that it is my intention to support 


| 
| 
Mr. Fillmore, but I have no particular desire or || 
s ° ! 
| 
} 
} 


I do not perceive any such cir- aie 
IN SENATE. | 

Mownpay, August 11, 1856. | 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and ap- | 
proved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. | 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the | 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War, com- | 
municating, in compliance with a resolution of | 


S canitinill te tala af Chuadenseial the Senate, information in relation to the improve- 
e 2 reins re 2 . . 
man, into W : Te ment of the roads connecting West Point with | 
could with equal safety be consigned, for the 


| 
; > | the interior of the country lying westward thereof; | 
pa of the peace and the harmony of the | wliicheewun:sedihvensl orereed aa themes 
nion, I shall not hesitate to change my position; || |, Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
but I must repeat, that I do not perceive any suf- || 
ficient reason for doing so now. PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. FOOT. I move to postpone until Monday Mr. FESSENDEN presented the petition of | 
the consideration of the resolution now before the 1 William Mason, and others, heirs ne legal rep- 
Senate, with a view to take up another resolution || resentatives of John Lord, praying for compensa- | 
on which my remarks will be more appropriate. || tion for his services asaseaman in the Navy during | 
| 
| 
| 


wish to promote his individual interests. He 
stands, in regard to that, like every other man in 
thecountry. As long as I suppose, according to 
the admission of my colleague, that if he has the 
fortune to obtain power, he will be aconservative | 
and national administrator of the Government, I 
feel myself entirely free to give him my support. | 
If] shall come to the conclusion that he only in- 
terposes an obstacle to the success of some other 





The motion was agreed to. | the revolutionary war; which was referred to she 
| Committee on Claims. 


T y 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. —_||__ Mr. YULEE presented the petition of Tobias 

A message from the House of Representatives, || Martin, a settler upon lands in Florida, under the | 
by Mr. Barcray, Assistant Clerk, announced that || armed occupation act, praying to be indemnified 
the House had passed a bill (H. R. No. 468) |) for the loss of his land in consequence of its being | 
providing an increase of pension to Daniel Waldo, || embraced in a military reservation; which was | 
of Onondaga county, New York; a bill (FH. R. | 
No. 196) for the relief of Antoine Robedeau; a | 
bill (H. R. No. 377) for the relief of Abner || zens of Pike county, Arkansas, praying for the | 
Dickson, a soldier of the war of 1812; a bill (H. || establishment of a mail route from Hot Springs, 
R. No. 3739 for the relief of John Connolly, late || , 

a private in company A, sixth infantry, United 
States Army. 

Also, that they had agreed to some, and dis- 
agreed to other amendments of the Senate to the | 
bill (H. R. No. 71) making appropriations for || 
the currentand contingent expenses of the Indian | 
Department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations | 
with various Indian tribes for the year ending || 
June 30, 1857; and concurred in others with | 


Mr. SEBASTIAN presented a petition of citi- | 


ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. MASON, it was 


Ordered, That A. J. Atocha have leave to withdraw his 
petition and papers. 


On motion of Mr. WELLER, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of John Brown, on the files 





amendments. | of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Claims. 
Also, that the House agreed to the amendment '| On motion of Mr. SEBASTIAN, it was 
~ < T o* = . : 
of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 238) grant || Ordered, That the memorial of John M. Stanley, pro- 
ing a pension to Ansel Wilkinson. | posing to sell his gallery of Indian paintings, be withdrawn 


| from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee 
on the Library. 


On motion of Mr. YULEE, it was 


KANSAS AFFAIRS. 


On motion of Mr, FOOT, the Senate proceeded 
ae the resolution of inquiry submitted by | Ordered, That the memorial of Seth M. Leavenworth, 

Tr. WILSON, calling for information in relation | on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
to the disturbances in Kansas Territory. | the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. FOOT addressed the Senate at length. || PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN NEW YORK. 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. || 


1} It 


Arkansas, to Paris, in Texas; which was re- || 





Bee eer ill be published in the Appendix. || 44, FISH submitted the following resolution; 


The further consideration of the subject was , 
postponed to Monday. - |; Which was considered by unanimous consent, 
: and agreed to: 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be instructed 
The following bills of the House of Repre- to communicate to the goa all peapoenen et rez been 
iv > i . ‘tle made for the sale of land, in the city of New York, for a site 
rae ert oe : oe and of a post office and eourt-house, together with estimates of 
e snsions: 
A bill for the relief of Antoine Robedeau; 
A bill for the relief of Rudolph Kirshmall; 
A bill preveling an increase of pension to 
Daniel Waldo, of Onondaga county, New, York; | 
A bill for the relief of Abner Dickson, a soldier 


tion on the subject which he may think proper to commu- 
nicate. 


PER DIEM OF SENATORS. 
Mr. SEWARD. I beg leave to offer a resolu- 


the probable cost of the necessary buildings; and his opinion || 
as to the eligibilty of the several ites, and any other intorma- || 


— 
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sented at the late Congress of Plenipotentiaries assembled 
at Paris, or any of them, have communicated to this Govern- 
ment the proceedings of that body in relation to neutral 
rights, with a view to obtain its concurrence therein, and 


what measures, if any, have been taken on the part of the 
| United States on that subject. 


| I think it important to bring it to the attention 
of the country, because it is upon a very import- 
ant subject of public policy, and it is desirable, 
in my judgment, that it should go before the 
American people at as early a day as practicable, 
that they may know what the policy of the Gov- 
ernment is on the subject of heen neutral rela- 
tions. It may be remembered, that at the late 
Congress assembled at Paris of embassadors from 
the three belligerent Powers, with the represent- 
atives of Austria and Prussia, they established 
four propositions relating to maritime relations 
aid maritime law, which should govern bellig- 
erents and neutrals, and which I have here and 
will read. The first is: 

1. * Privateering is, and remains, abolished.” 
| 2. “'The neutral flag covers enemy’s goods, with the 
exception of contraband of war.” 

3. * Neutral goods, with the exception of contraband of 

war, are not liable to capture under the enemy’s tlag.’? 

4. “ Blockades in order to be binding must be effective ; 
that is to say, maintained bya force sufficient really to pre- 
vent access to the coast of the enemy.” 

| We have been informed that these four prop- 
ositions have been communicated to all the prin- 
cipal Powers of the world, and amongst them to 
the United States, and their concurrence invited. 
The object of the resolution is to learn from the 
President (if the public interests will admit of its 
| disclosure) what measures have been adopted by 
the American Government on those propositions. 
struck me as somewhat remarkable that 
, the Powers thus assembled in congress at Paris, 
should present as new questions to the Govern- 
ment of the United States, the second, third, and 
| fourth of their propositions, because the history 
| of the country shows that it has been the great 
| object of the United States, since the foundation 
of the Government, to obtain the concurrence of 
| the Powers of Europe in the second and third 
propositions, usually embraced in the curt phrase 
—that free ships should make free goods, but 
| now presented to the United States as if it were 
| a proposition originating with those Powers. 
| It is known to the country that, at the com- 
| mencement of the late war between Russia on 
| the one side, and England and France on the 
other, the United States, desirous of preserving 
a neutral attitude, presented to the belligerents 
ropositions for conventions with them, estab- 
fishing these three latter propositions. They 
were accepted by Russia; but on the part of Eng- 
land and France, although it was agreed by them 
| to conform to the stipulations contained in them, 
yet it was further stipulated that they should so 
conform only so long as it should be their pleas- 
ure so to do. 

Now they are presented to this country, coupled 
| with the first proposition, which is, that ‘* priva- 
| teering shall be and remain abolished.”’’ It is on 
that subject that I wish more oe i to say 
a few words, because it was understood, from the 
protocols that were published after the congress 
| adjourned, that these great Powers thus assem- 
| bled in France, intended to present, and as l am 
| informed, have presented these four propositions 
to the United States as propositions indivisible; 


of the war of 1812; and : | tion, one customarily passed at this stage of the || that is to say, they must accept all or none. 


A bill for the relief of John Connolly, late a || session; and I ask for its consideration now: 


. : : a 
rivate in company A, sixth infantry, United 
the direetion of the President of the Senate, the usual per 


The ns d hs lid not take their seats at the open 
i i jati iem to such Senators as did not take their seats ¢ , - 
The hil making Sppropratans for the current | ing of the session, by reason of sickness of themselves or 


and ‘contingent Seperate the Indian Depart- |) families, providential causes, or necessary business. 
ment, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with The resolution was considered by unanimous 
certain Indian tribes, for the year ending June consent, and agreed to. 
30, 1857, with the action of the House on the | ’ 4 

RIGHTS OF NEUTRALS. 


amendments of the Senate, was referred to the ; 
Mr. MASON. I offer the following resolution 













Committee on Finance. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills: 
An act for the relief of J. R. Powell; and 
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| considered at once : 

Resolved, That the President be requested to inform the 
Senate, if it be notin his opinion inconsistent with the public 
| interest, whether the European Powers which were repre- 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate pay, under || Ng has latterly been a subject much 





| calling for information, and I ask that it may be | 


Now, sir, this matter of ees privateer- 
iscussed in 

| public journals and the practice treated by many 
| of them in terms of reprobation believed to be 
| just. I want to callthe attention of the Senate 
and the country to the fact, that this proposition 
for abolishing all private war on the ocean —the 
| only sound and healthful form in which the prop- 
| osition could be made—whether by public or pri- 
'| vate armed ships, was a policy which originated 
|| with thisGovernment, and was communicated by 
Dr. Franklin when he was our Minister abroad, 
|| to the Powers in Europe so early as the year 1785. 
th I hold in my hand an extract from the instrue- 
i! tions gived by Mr. John Quincy Adams to Mr 
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Rush, who was our Minister in England in 1823, 


in which he says: 
« From the time when the United States took their place 


among the nations of the earth, this has been one of their | 


favorite projects’’— 


The abolition of private war upon the ocean, 
whether by public or private armed ships— 
«“ [tis time, (said Dr. Franklin in a letter of 14th March, 


1785.) it is high time, for the sake of humanity, that a stop 
were put to this enormity. The United States of America, 


»rofit by privateering, are, as far as in them lies, endeavor- 
ee to abolish the practice by offering, in all their treaties 
with other Powers, an article engaging solemnly that in 
case of future war no privateer shall be commissioned on 
either side, and that armed merchant ships on both sides shall 
pursue their voyages unmolested.’? 

“This will be a happy improvement of the law of na- 
tions.”’ 

Thus as early as 1785 this proposition of abol- 
ishing captures on high seas, whether by public 
or private armed ships in conformity with the 
established usages of civilized war on land, was 
presented by this country to Europe, but never 
acted on there. 

“~ ~~ 

In 1823, Mr. Adams, as Secretary of State, 

instructed the Minister of the United States at 


England, [Mr. eel to propose negotiations to | 


Great Britain upon the subject of neutral mari- 


time relations, embracing the following proposi- || 


tions: That the neutral flag should cover enemy’s 
goods; that neutral goods should be protected 
under the enemy’s flag; and that the recognized 
principle of international law, that no blockade 





| 


| 
| 


THE CO 





| characterized in harsh terms—instead of abolish- | 
|| ing private war.upon the ocean, that we should 
|| be asked to agree to the discontinuance of that 


} 
| 
| 


| ject to spoliation by the immense navies neces-, 


: ; | sarily maintained by the maritime Powers of Eu- 
though better situated than any European nation to make | 


|| views which he has presented on this subject. I ‘ rate 
have seen a kind of sickly sentimentality man- || construction of certain railroads in said State, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| moment, showing that the designs of England in 


should be regarded but one that was established || 


by a competent force present, should by stipula- 
tion thereafter become a matter of convention be- 


tween the Powers of the earth; and it was further || : 
| of the last war, and, in fact, of the revolutionary 


proposed that he should at the same time nego- | 


tiate with Great Britain upon the subject of im- | 


pressment, and also upon the subject of private 
war upon the ocean. 

The correspondence of the day shows that the 
British ministers, Mr. Canning and Mr. Hus- 


kisson, declined to treat with the American Min- | ; 
| our captures were by privateers. 


ister on any of these topics unless the subject of 
impressment (which the British Ministers held 


| 
| 


was one peculiar to British policy) was excepted. | 


But the Minister of the United States having no 
authority to make such exception, the proffered 
negotiation was declined by Great Britain. 

ir. Rush then proposed to the 
ters, as unconnected with other maritime subjects, 
and as one of peculiar and pervading interest, to 
negotiate with them for the abolition of private 
war upon the ocean; that is to say, for the utter 
discontinuance forever of captures of private prop- 


3ritish minis- , 


erty by sea, whether by public or private armed | 
ships; in reply to which Mr. Rush states that the | 


British plenipotentiary said in substance: 


“ That this proposition was totally new, as between the 
two Governments, and contemplated a most extensive 
change in the principles and practice of maritime war as 
hitherto sanctioned by all nations.”’ 


Mr. Rush continues: 


‘ft is proper for me to add that no sentiment dropped 
from the British plenipotentiaries, authorizing the belief 


that they would have concurred in the object, if we had | 


proceeded to the consideration of it. My own opinion un- 


equivocally is, that Great Britain is not prepared to accede, | 


under any circumstances, to the proposition for abolishing 
private war [meaning war on private property] upon the 
ovean.”’ 

Thus it appears that in 1824, upon a proposi- 
tion distinctly made to the British Government, 
it was declined because the proposition was new, 
and was inconsistent with the usages of maritime 
nations as then established. 
sition is this? I wish the Senate to understand 
that I am not going into the reasons which may 
appear in the correspondence. This isa matter of 
history which may be interesting to the American 
people. Now, what is offered to us? A propo- 
sition on the part of those Powers of Europe— 
the two great maritime Powers, France and Eng- 
Jand leading the way, not for the discontinuance 
of private war on the ocean, but for the discon- 


tinuance of the exercise of war by one arm of | 


offense alone—privateering. 

I feel an assurance, when the correspondence 
appears, that it will be found it has been met ina 
proper spirit on the Bert of the Government of 
the United States, and will show what I hold to 
be the ingenuous, healthy, robust policy of our 
people upon the subject of private war upon land 
or sea, in contrast with what really would seem 
the decrepitude of diplomacy. 


Now, what propo- | 


} 


| She has six or seven hundred armed ships on the | 
| ocean, and ours are not perhaps one tenth part of | 


| 
| 
| 





| 








——-— > = 

I do not mean to speak disrespectfully of those | 
countries, but it does seem to me to be a propo- | 
sition which one would be excused if they were | 


great arm of war, the volunteer force of the | 
country upon the sea, leaving our commerce sub- 


rope. I say. sir, a proposition like that might, | 
without any departure from all due courtesy, be | 
characterized in harsh terms. 
I ask that the resolution may be adopted, in | 
order that the answer of the Government may go 
forth. 
Mr. CASS. I rise to express my thanks to the 


honorable Senator from Virginia for the sound 


ifested in some of our newspapers on this propo- | 
sition. The only amazement it occasions to me 
is, that there is a single American who does not 
see through it. I cut out some scraps, translated 
into English, from some of the French papers, 
but I cannot lay my hands on them at this 


this proposition were perfectly well understood 
by the French people. In fact they must be ap- 
parent to all. She wants to prey upon commerce | 
on the ocean. She acknowledges now that this is 
what she wants. She desires to prey on it with 
her strong arm, and take our strong arm from us. 





that number. We have shown by the experience | 
war, that one of our most powerful means of 
offense against foreign nations on the ocean con- | 
sists in the enterprise and courage of our priva- 
teers. When we carried on the war of 1812, 
with the exception of five or six glorious triumphs 
over British naval ships, the greatest portion of 
I agree that, if 
there is to be no war on the ocean on private 
property, we should cheerfully acquiesce; but no 
sane man, even in England, it seems to me, ought 
to think of saying to us: ** We can prey on the 
ocean with our almost innumerable public armed | 
ships, but you must give up your right of attack- 
ing us by the most powerful means of offense 
you have.” . 

The resolution was considered* by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 1 


Mr. FESSENDEN, from the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent.Office, to whom was re- 
ferred the memorial of Edward Harte, submitted 
a report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 433) for 
his relief; which was read, and passed to a sec- 
ond reading. The report was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 353) for the relief of Talbot C. Dous- 
man, reported it without amendment, and sub- | 
mitted a report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill (S. No. 
447) for the relief of Garman, Wigle, and Ben- 
ford; which was read, and passed to a second | 
reading. He submitted a letter from the Post- 
master General to the committee; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Public 
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| provide for the selection of thé lands 





August ll, 





the act of September 28, 1850, entitle cae uy 


to enable the State of Arkansas, and other States 
to reclaim the swamp lands within their limits’ 
and for other purposes.”’ ; 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 406) to revive and 
extend the provisions of an act passed on the 24th 
‘of May, 1824, entitled ‘* An act for the relief of 
the representatives of John Donelson, Stephen 
Heard, and others,’’ reported it with an amend. 
ment. He submitted a communication of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office on the 
subject; which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, asked to be 





discharged from the further consideration of the 
following bills; which was agreed to: 

A bill (S. No. 7) making a grant of land to the 
State of lowa, in alternate sections, to aid in the 


A bill (S. No. 11) “oe a grant of land to 
the State of Louisiana, to aid in the construction 
of a railroad from Algiers to the Sabine river, in 
said State. 

A bill (S. No. 12) making a grant of lands to 
the State of Louisiana, to aid in the construction 
of a railroad from Shreveport to the Mississippj 
river, in said State. p 

A bill (S. No. 13) making a grant of lands to 
the State of Michigan to aid in the construction 
of a rail route from Detroit to Lake Superior. 

A bill (S. No. 152) making a grant of land to the 
State of Mississippi to aid in the construction of 

Ship Island railroad. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, asked, and by 
unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring ina 
bill (S. No. 444) to extend the contract on mail 
route No. 7809; which was read the first and 
second times by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


- SENATE BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Wessrer, his Secretary, an- 
nounced that the President had-appyoved and 
signed the following acts: 

An act for the relief of Mrs. M. E. McKnight, 
widow of Francis M. McKnight; 

An act for the relief of Cephise Piseros, widow 
of Louis Labranche, of the Parish of St. Charles, 
and State of Louisiana;. oun 

An act for the relief of Joseph Hill? 

An act for the relief of Randall D. Livingston; 

An act to confirm Joseph Wanderstrand in his 
title to certain lands; 

An act for the relief of Richard Albritton; 

An act to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to es- 
tablish a court for the investigation of claims 
against the United States,’’ approved February 
24, 1855; 

An act to amend the charter of Geoigetown, in 
the District of Columbia; 

An act to incorporate the Columbia Library, 
of Capitol Hill, in the city of Washington; 

An act to establish a heary for young men in 
the District of Columbia; 

An act to provide for the public instruction of 
youth in primary schools throughofit the county 
of Washington, in the District of Columbia, with- 
out the limits of the cities of Washington and 
Georgetown; and 

Anact for the relief of the Columbian Harmony 
Society, of the city of Washington. 


DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 





Lands, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of the heirs of Isaac 
Bowman, the memorial of the members of Colo- 
nel Dominguez’s Spy Company, the petition of 
James Reid, the petition of amis Worster, the 
petition of Almerin C. Harper, and the petition 
of Alexander Jones, praying for bounty land, 
asked to be discharged from their consideration; 
and it was agreed to. 

Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to whom the subject was referred, 
reported a bill (S. No. 445) to create an addi- 
tional land district in the State of California; 
which was read, and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Public 


Mr. PEARCE. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on the Library, to whom was referred the 
memorial of the Boston Board of Trade, and of 
various other boards of trade, to report a joint 
resolution; and as it has been passed heretofore, 
I ask that it may be taken up and passed at 
once. 

There being no objection, the joint resolution 
(S. R. No. 35) respecting the distribution of cer- 
tain public documents was read twice, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. __ 

Mr. PEARCE. This resolution accomplishes 
several Purposes. In the first place, it transfers 
from the State De ent to the Department of 
the Interior the duty-of distributing among col- 


Lands, to whom were referted various petitions | leges and libraries the public documents which are 


and a resolution of the Senate in r 
swamp land act, reported a bill (8. 


ard to the 
0. 446) to 


| — for that purpose. It transfers to the State 
partment the foreign exchanges of certain docu- 
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ments now given to the Library of Congress for | 
that purpose, which are very much incumbering } 
the Library. It also accomplishes the purpose | 
rayed for by the memorials of boards of trade | 
ali over the country, who are anxious that they || 
should be allowed to participate in the distribu- | 
tion of public documents. Heretofore they have | 
been confined to colleges and literary institutions, | 
Now it is proposed to’extend them to boards of } 
trade, to Whom they are more important than to | 
the other institutions. This resolution passed the | 
Senate in nearly the same form at the last session || 
of Congress, and I hope it will pass now without || 
objection. r | 
[he joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


DR. KANE’S ARCTIC EXPEDITION. 


Mr. PEARCE. I have been instructed by the 
Committee on the Library, to whom was referred | 
the House joint resolution (No. 11) for the pur- | 
chase of Dr. Kane’s forthcoming work on Arctic | 
explorations, and the presentation of medals to | 
Dr. Kane, his officers and men, to report it back | 
with an amendment, and also a written report. | 

| 





| 








] ask for the printing of the report, and, if it be 
acreeable to the Senate, that the subject may be 
taken up and disposed of now. If, however, | 
there shall be debate likely to arise on it, I shall 
have no objection to allow it to lie over until to- || 
morrow, when I shall ask to take it up. 

Several Senators. Let it lie over. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. BROWN. I beg leave to make a very | 
brief personal explanation, which is due to my | 
friend from Ohio, [Mr. Pueu.] In thediscussion 
on Friday, in reference to the case of Richard || 
W. Thompson, it is thought, by a mutual friend 
of ours, that certain phrases employed by my- | 
self were not warranted by the circumstances 
under which they were uttered. Perhaps it will 
be sufficient to say, that, in nothing which I 
uttered on that occasion, did I intend, in the 
slightest possible degree, to give any offense, or 
any cause of complaint, to the Senator from 
Ohio. He himself has not called my attention 
to the subject, nor has he in any way comphined; 
but our mutual friend from Alabama [Mr. 
Cray] called my attention to it, and said he 
thought those who looked at it without knowing | 
the circumstances under which the discussion | 
occurred would think my language was unneces- 
sarily harsh. For inatimen, We called my atten- 
tion to this expression: . 

“The Senator tried to prevent discussion by smothering 
the case.” 

All meant by that was simply that the Sen- 
ator from Ohio: proposed to postpone the discus- 
sion from day to day; and as the session was 
drawing to a close, such a postponement must 
necessarily result in the session expiring without 
the consideration of the case. I did not mean to 
say, nor to be understood in any way as saying, 
that the Senator was resorting even to unfair par- 
liamentary tactics for the purpose of getting clear 
of the case, and much less to charge any im- 
proper design. 

My attention has also been called to this ex- 
pression: 


“T will yield the floor in a few minutes; but I will not 
yield it without calling attention to the fact, that the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, while affecting to stand here in defense of | 
the Commissioner, has not scrupled to attack the motives 
of the Committee on Indian Affairs.” 

I intended, by that expression, simply to repel 
what I thought, but as I am now assured, and 
was assured at the time, I thought erroneously, 
was an intimation, on the part of the Senator, that 
the Committee on Indian Affairs had acted un- 
fairly, or were capable of acting unfairly in ref- 
erence to that particular case. Being assured 
that that was not so, and that I was mistaken, | 
the language I thought at the moment was with- | 

rawn, and if it was not it is withdrawn now. 

hen, again, there is an intimation in the con- 
clusion of the discussion, that the country would 
not be likely to be much moved by the speech 
made by my friend from Ohio. That was said 
in reply to an intimation on his part as I thought, 
that though we might agree to the claim he would 
arraign us before the country for doing so. I 
thought he made that intimation, and simply || 








| 
| 
| 
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no impression upon my mind. 


|| tunity to do so on the appropriation bill, which | 


|} ment—— 
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meant to repel it. The language was not very {| will, of course, go to the Committee on Printing, 
well chosgp I grant. Language frequently is not || for the printing of ten thousand extra copies of 


well chosen in the heat of debate. If there is || 
anything in that which reflects in the slightest | 
degree on my friend from Ohio, I withdraw it. | 

This is the first time I have had occasion to | 
make a personal explanation. I repeat, I do not | 
make it at the suggestion of my friend from Ohio, | 
but because others thought I had gone perhaps 
too far. i] 

Mr. PUGH. Iam very much obliged to the || 
Senator from Mississippi for his explanation, | 
and especially as it has not been made in conse- || 
quence of any solicitation or demand from me. I | 
assure him that henceforth the matter will have | 








CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message was received from the House of Rep- | 
resentatives, by Mr. Barcuay, Assistant Clerk, | 
announcing that the House had passed an act (H. || 
R. No. 201) to make appropriations for certain || 
civil expenses of Government for the year ending 
the 30th June, 1857; which, on motion of Mr. 
Hunter, was read twice, and referred to the | 
Committee on Finance. | 


KANSAS AFFAIRS. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. The Committee on Terri- | 
tories, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. | 
75) to reorganize the Territory of Kansas, and 
for other purposes, beg leave to submit a report, | 
which I will read. 

The honorable Senator read the report from || 
the Secretary’s desk; and Mr. Cotuamer read | 
a report signed by himself, as the minority of the | 
committee. a 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Inasmuch as we are now in 
the last week of the session, and each House has | 
passed the measure on which it stands on this | 
question, and it is important that we should pro- | 





ceed to the consideration of the appropriation | 
bills, the committee thought it would be wise 
to move to lay this bill on the table, and make 
that the test question, in order not to occupy the | 
whole day in a new debate on the subject. If 
there is any Senator who desires to express his 
opinion on this question, he will have an oppor- | 


will come up immediately, which containsa rider | 
of the House of Representatives bringing up the 
whole subject. I move to lay the bill on the table, | 
and ask for the yeas and nays on that motion. 
Mr. SEWARD. I rose for the purpose of 
asking for the yeas and nays on this question; 
and if the honorable Senator will indulge me 
with a single word of explanation, not an argu- {| 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
is not debatable. 

Mr. SEWARD. [ask the consent of the hon- 
orable chairman to say one word in explanation. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If it is the last time you || 
will request it, and it is merely a personal expla- | 
nation, I will withdraw the motion. 

Mr. SEWARD. I cannot promise that. [|| 
shall vote against laying this ‘bil on the table, | 
and in doing so I desire to state that there are 
parts of the bill for which I could cheerfully vote, | 
and should be very glad to have an opportunity || 
of voting. There are other parts of the bill which | 


4 
The question 





mittee who have reported against the whole. | 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I renew my motion, and ask | 

for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered - | 
Mr. HOUSTON. I vote affirmatively, under 

the instruction of my Legislature. 





resulted—yeas 35, nays 12; as fo 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bell of Tennessee, Ben-, | 
jamin, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Brown#Butler, Cass, 
Clay, Douglas, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Houston, Hunter, | 
Iverson, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, Pratt, Pugh, 
Reid, Sebastian, Slidell; Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, | 
Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, Toucey, Weller, 
Wright, and Yulee—35. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell of New Hampshire, Coliamer, Fes- | 
senden, Fish, Foot, Foster, Hale, Harlan, Seward, Trum- 
bull, Wade, and Wilson—i2. 


So the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I move that both the ma- | 
jority and minority reports be printed for the use 
of the Senate. 


The motion was a 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 


| desire to discuss it myself. 


I repudiate and condemn as decidedly as the com- 


The question being taken hy ene and nays, 
lows: 


‘similar resolution was 


ed to. | 
also make a motion, which | 


both reports. 


The motion was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 


COLONEL FREMONT’S ACCOUNTS. 


Mr. BIGLER. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the resolution of in- 
quiry, offered by me on Saturday last, in relation 
to Colonel Frémont’s accounts. 

Mr. WELLER. That resolution is sure to 
give rise to discussion, and I hope it will not be 
taken up at this time in the session. There are 
a great many very important bills to be acted on 
I am as anxious as the Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia to obtain the information for which his reso- 
lution calls, but I think it can be obtained with- 
out coming in now at this moment, when we are 
about proceeding to the consideration of the 
regular business. I have no objection to its be- 
ing taken up, if there be no discussion on it. 

Mr. BIGLER. I presume there will be no 


| debate on it. 


Mr. WILSON. JI do not suppose the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, or any other Senator, expects 
that resolution to pass this body without discus- 
sion. There are many important bills before the 
Senate; and if the majority here wish to defer 
those bills for the discussion of a resolution which 
can give credit tono man who supports it here 
or elsewhere, | am willing that they shall com- 
mence the experiment; but the resolution will 
not pass without discussion. 

Mr. WELLER. _I hope it will not be taken 
up. My friend from Pennsylvania ought not to 
press it at this time. At least I think not. 

Mr. BIGLER. I hope the resolution will be 
taken up, especially after the remarks of the 
Senator from Massachusetts. I am unable to see 


|| what there is in that resolution that is to reflect 
| discredit on any man who votes for it. 


It is but 
a resolution of inquiry. It merely calls for the 
record in the case of a public officer, for which 
we have many precedents. 

Mr. HUNTER. , The Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania will allow me to ask hima question. Does 
he mean to lay down the resolution at one o’clock? 
If he does not, J must oppose taking it up.. We 
owght to bagat work upon tite appropriation bills. 

Mr. BIGLER. If an hour could be fixed for 
its consideration, should give way at present; 
but I suppose that cannot be done. I insist upon 
the vote. 

Mr. SEWARD. I desire to say that this is 
one of those resolutions against which I never 
vote, and for which I always vote, upon the 
ground, that truth will do no harm to anybody; 
while an effort te suppress falsehood may do 
wrong and, injustice to the cause of truth. As 
far as I am‘concerried, I am willing that the reso- 
lution should be taken and passed. I agree, how- 
ever, with the Senator from Massachusetts, that 
it is a fair subject for discussion, though I do not 
I hope that, under 
the circumstances, the Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia will be allowed to call up his resolution, at 
all events, so that we may have an opportunity 
to show that we do not desire to obstruct its 

assage. 

Mr. BIGLER. I had not anticipated opposi- 
tion to this resolution. I had supposed that the 
Senator from Massachusetts wou d bé perfectly 
willing that a resdlution which would develope 
the entire truth in reference to charges which are 
now made boldly in the public newspapers, 
should be brought forth. I do not undertake to 
say what measure of truth may be in those alle- 
gations, but the gentleman to whom they refer 
1s now a candidate for the most important office 
in this country. These are grave allegations. 
His whole proceedings in regard to the matters 


|| involved will indicate how far he may be fit for 


the presidential chair, and I am astonished that 
the Senator from Massachusetts should object to 
this resolution. Why, sir, you remember very 
well, that in 1848, when the venerable Senator 
from Michigan [Mr. Cass] was a candidate for 
the Presidency, his entire record of the disburse- 
ments of the public moneys in the Territories was 
called for, and his friends made no resistance. A 
assed calling, for the 
money received by, and the expenditures of Gen- 
eral Taylor, and there was no objection. I think 
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the Senator from Massachusetts ought to advoe | 
e this resolution. 
cae L WILSON- I want the Senator from Penn- | 
sylvania to distinctly understand that I have no | 
ebjection to the consideration of his resolution | 
now, and no objection to its passage; but I tell | 
him it is not to pass the Senate without discus- 
sion. Jf he and his friends wish to press it, let | 
them bring it forward. : 
Mr. HALE. I hope the resolution will be | 
taken up, and that there will be no shrinking from 


it by the intimation that it is to be discussed. I | 
hope it will be taken up and discussed and passed; || 


and I hope there will be something in answer to | 
it, that the opponents of Colonel Frémont can | 


make a handle of, for I have been afraid that we || 
were to go through this contest without anything || 


being said against him. The only thing I have | 
yet heard in any public meeting is, that he once 
ate dog’s meat. I do not want the canvass to 
progress without something more respectable than 
that to make a fight on. I hope this resolution 
will be taken up, and that they will make as 
serious charges against him as they did against 
General Harrison, in 1840. You had better call him 
a coward to begin with. 
the resolution is; I hope it will be taken up; and 
J trust that the answer will present, at least, some 
food for talk, because that is what is wanted. | 


We have everything now on our side except some || 
good charges to meet; and it is a tame work to | 


make speeches in favor of a man when there is 
nothing to be said against him except that he ate 
dog’s meat. [Laughter.] ‘The only answer we 


e * . . | 
have made is, that we intend to give him better || 


food, and intend to chase a Buck down for him in 

the fall. [Laughter.] I hope the resolution will 

be takén up and passed. 
Mr.SEWARD, I call for the yeas and nays. | 
The yeas and nays were ordered.. 


Mr. HUNTER. I must vote against the reso- || 


lution, because it will be in the way of the appro- | 
priation bills at one o’clock, and it is essential | 
that we should be working upon those bills. I | 
cannot vote for taking up anything that is to be 


for the reason that I was elected to the Senate to 
pass upon the propriety or impropriety of laws, 
and not to convert this high body into an arena 
to try to make Presidents, 1 vote ‘*nay.”’ 
The question being taken by me and nays, 
resulted—yeas 29, nays 14; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, 
Butler, Cass, Clay, Collamer, Douglas, Fessenden, Fitz- 
atrick, Foot, Fuster, Hale, Iverson, Jones of Tennessee, | 
fallory, Reid, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Toombs, | 
Toucey, Trumbull, Wade, Wilson, and Wright—29. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bell of New Hampshire, 


Benjamin, Fish, Geyer, Harlan, Houston, Hunter, James, || 


Mason, Pratt, Weller, and Yulee—14, 
So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate 


proceeded to consider Mr. Bigier’s resolution, || 


which is as follows: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- | 


quested to cause to be communicated to the Senate, at the 
earliest day convenient, copies of the letters and vouchers | 
filed in the Departments in support of claims presented by, 
aiid allowed to, John C. Frémont, as an officer of the United 


States Government, from the time he commenced his first || 


expedition to California, in the year 1842, showing what 
claims, if any, were disallowed, and the reasons for their | 
disallowance. Also, whether any moneys, placed in the 
hands of John C. Frémont for disbursement on the public 
account, remain unaccounted for atthe Treasury ; whether | 
any dratts drawn, or liabilities incurred, by him in the pub- | 
lic service remain unliquidated ; and, if so, in whose hands 
are such unliquidated drafts, and why they have not been | 
paid? Were appropriations made for the payment of drafts | 


dyawn, or liabilities incurred, by him as an officer of the || 


Government which have not been paid and canceled, 
placed in his hands under the guthority of law or other- 
wise? Also, whether there are atiy letters or papers on 
file in either of the Departments, made through an oificial 
vource, charging him with malfeasance in office, and, if any 
to furnish copies tfereof,and state whether he was arraigned 
on such charges, or notified of their existence, and what 
reply did he make thereto? If not arrai ed upon the | 
charges, why was it not done? With such other inform- 
ation as the President and beads of Departments deem 
necessary to throw proper light on the subject involved in 
this resolution, 


Mr. BIGLER. _I desire to modify the resolu- 
tion by striking out the words: 
If not arraigned upon the charges, why was it not done ? 

The resolution, was so modified. 

Mr. WILSON. 
to hear from the Senator from Pennsylvania, who 
brings this matter before the Senate, the reasons 
why, at this late day; the time of the Senate isto 


It makes no odds what || 


| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
in the way of the consideration of those bills. || 
Mr. ADAMS. I shall vote againstthis motion, || 


ti 


Mr. President, I would like 1 
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be occupied in the consideration and discussion 
of this resolution; and why these papefs are not 
all before the country at this time? I want to 
hear what that Senator has to say in support of 


his proposition. 

he PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hour for 
the consideration of the special order has arrived; 
and it must be taken up, unless otherwise directed 
by the Senate. 

Mr. WELLER. I move to postpone all prior 
orders for the purpose of proceeding to the con- 
sideration of the Pacific railroad bill. 

Mr. BIGLER. May I ‘not have a right to 
make a motion on the subject? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hour has 
arrived for the consideration of the special order. 

Mr. BIGLER. I move to postpone the special 
order. 

Mr. WELLER. 
motion. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. ‘The first ques- 
| tion will be on the postponement. 

Mr. BUTLER. I presume the special order 
properly set apart for to-day is the bill amenda- 
| tory of the laws for the election of President and 
Vice President. 
| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The special 
| order is the bill supplementary to the several acts 

in force relative to the election to the Presidency 
and Vice Presidency of the United States. 
Mr. BUTLER. I will not be in the way of 
friends. ‘The Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. 
| CritTENDEN,| who introduced that subject to the 
| Senate originally, is not well, and [ will not take 
up the bill in his absence; but at his instance, I 
| give notice that I shall ask to have it taken up 
| at the first week of the next session. I move, 
| therefore, to postpone the further consideration 
of it unti] to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WELLER. I move now to postpone all 
prior orders with a view to proceed to the con- 
| sideration of the Senate bill No. 186—the Pacific 
| railroad bill. 


I have already made that 





The prior 
order proposed to be postponed is the resolution 
offered by the Senator from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. BIGLER. I hope it will not be postponed. 
| We shall evidently dispose of it inafew minutes. 
| I think there will be no discussion on it. 
| Mr..HUNTER. I hope the Senate wiil not 
| take up the bill of the Senator from California. 
| Unless we begin to act on the appropriation bills 
| Ieannot see how we are to adjourn next Monday. 

We ought to spend each day, after one o’clodk; 
| until next Monday, upon them. I hope that bill 
| will not be taken up, for it will not be disposed 

of in one day, or two days. , 
Mr. ADAMS. Is the motion of the Senator 
| from California divisible ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is. 

Mr. ADAMS. ‘Then | ask, first for a vote on 
| the postponement, so that we can afterwards test 
the strength of the propositions of the Senator 
from Virginia, and the Senator from California. 
| I shall vote for the postponement. 

The PRESIDENT pro fy: ade The first ques- 
tion will be on postponing the consideration of 
the resolution of the Senator from Pennsylvania 
' until to-morrow. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD. Before the roll is called, I 
beg to ask, if this motion shall prevail, what is to 
come up? 

|  Mr- WELLER. I propose to take up the 

| Pacific railroad bill. My object is to get nd of 

this resolution for the purpose of taking up that 

| bill. 

| Mr. SEWARD. I shall, under these circum- 
stances, very readily vote with the honorable Sen- 
ator from Califormia. 

Mr. BIGLER. It is right that I should remark 
that I have no intention whatever of discussing 

| my resolution. I shall not delay the Senate, for 
| I desire to have it disposed of. 





Mr. HUNTER. I shall vote to postpone it, 


because it is my object to get up the apprepee 


| tion bills if possible. I hope the Senate will, if 
it be postponed, take up the appropriation bills. 
Mr. MASON. The Senate, by a very de- 
cided vote, a few minutes since, daeraend to 
take up the resolution of the Senator from Penn- 


sylvanid. TI voted against taking it up for the 


' 


| resulted—yeas 22, nays 24; as follows: 
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reasons assigned by my colleague; becaus 
sidered it necessary that we should consider and 
dispose of the appropriation bills. I shalj vot 
now to postpone until to-morrow the further 
consideration of the resolution of the Senator 
from Pennsylvania; but not atall with a view of 
taking up the bill suggested by the Senator fro 
California. My impression is, that,the Sek, 
knows that, in reference to matters to be consid. 
ered in executive session, we have some time ty 
expend there, and we have but one week to doit 
I think, therefore, we should give time to that 
which is of the greatest public interest, Th. 
appropriation bills are of general public interes: 
to the country. 

The question being taken by yeas and 


el con. 


€rest 
nays, 


YEAS — Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bell of New 
Hampshire, Butler, Durkee, Evans, Foot, Foster, Geyer 
Harlan, Houston, Hunter, Mason, Pratt, Seward, Toombs’ 
Trumbull, Wade, Weller, Wilson, and Yulee—2, " 

NAYS — Messrs. Benjamin, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Brod. 
head, Brown, Cass, Clay, Fessenden, Fish, Fitzpatrick 
Hale, Iverson, James, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Pug)’ 
Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey’ 
Toucey, and Wright—24. : 


So the motion to postpone was not agreed to, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the resolution of the Senator from Pennsyl. 
vania. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, the days of 
this session are rapidly passing. Business of 
the highest importance presses upon our con- 
sideration. Chairmen of leading committees 
charged with measures of great public concern 
crowd forward to obtain the ear of the Senate, 


| While the Senate is thus engaged in the perform- 


ance of its high duties to the country, the Senator 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Bré.er} thrusts before 
us this petty, miserable proposition—a proposi- 
tion unworthy a moment’s attention of honorable 
men in or out of the Senate. 

The Senator from Pennsylvania is not content 
with launching into the Senate this scheme, which 
must have originated with some mousing poli- 
tician engaged in the pursuit of petty ends by 

etty means, but he presses its consideration now 
In spite of the earnest remonstrances of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance, [Mr. eee 
who is charged with the care of the civi! an 
diplomatic bill, and the chairman of the com- 


| mittee on the pacific railroad, [Mr. We tten,] 


who wishes to call the Senate to the considera- 


, tion of that great measure to unite the Atlantic 
and Pacific shores of the Republic. 


But the civil and diplomatic bill, the Pacific 
railroad bill, and,other measures, must be thrust 
aside by the Senator from Pennsylvania, that the 
Senate may consider this proposition by which 
certain politica! schemers hope to elicit something 
out of which they can manufacture slanders against 


| a brave man, who has served his country with 


eminent ability in peace and in war. 

The Senator from Pennsylvania cannot suppose 
that this proposition will pass this body without 
at least a passing/notice. He takes the responsi- 
bility, he chooses to press it, and I shall take at 
least a few moments of the time of the Senate to 
characterize the proposition as I think it de- 
serves. 

Does the Senator from Pennsylvania expect to 
win any laurels by thrusting this proposition into 
the Senate? Does he suppose the generous peo- 
ple of this country will applaud this attempt to 
wound the sensibilities and defame the character 
of one who has won a brilliant name in the his- 
me § of the Republic—one whose explorations 
and. scientific labors have conferred upon our 
country honor and renown among all civilized 
nations? Does he expect to win support for his 
favorite candidate for the Presidency by thrusting 
into the Senate this wretched proposition ? 

Sir, this is small game. If that Senator hopes 
to win popular confidence and applause—if he 
hopes to turn back the tide of popular favor that 
is bearing John C. Frémont to the executive 
chair, by this resolution, which I here pronounce 
—which honorable men in and out of the Senate 
will pro&ounce—and which the country will pro- 
nounce—small and mean, he will find himself 
sadly mistaken. Wherever this proposition goes, 
high-minded men will treat it with derision, scorn, 
and contempt; and no little of that derision, scorn, 
and contempt, will be visited upon the men who 
resort to such devices to effect political results. ! 
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con. would not stoop to such a warfare as this. If it ‘| more than three years prior to the first day of July, 1853, '| tohis advantage. The issues are made up. They ‘ 
-as aimed at James Buchanan, I would spurn it || on the books of the Register of the ‘Treasury, and on the || are the gravest and most transcendent issues ever ¢ 
and was al || books of the Second, Third, and Fourth Auditers of the ; . Tai Qs; 
Vote from me. . : || ‘Treasury, respectively.” || presented to the people of the United States. All 
‘ther This is not the. first time, Mr. President, that . ; ; that the Senator from Pennsylvania and his can- 
ator the shafts of political malignity have been hurled _ This report, Mr President, contains ninety- || didate can make out of his inquiry will not weigh \ 
w of at men who have served the cea and it is | SIx pages of names reported in obedience to the || a feather in the coming contest, which is todecide : 
rom not the first time the Senate has been called upon || requirements of the law, by Mr. Bigger, Register || whether freedom or slavery shall sway the policy 
nate to grope among the archives of the Government of the Treasur y, Mr. Clayton, Second Auditor, of the Republic. ~ ; 
sid. to discover some account, or the records of some | Mr. Burt, Thir Auditor, and Mr. Dayton, Fourth Iowa, young lowa, has uttered her voice for r 
€ to account, between the Government and men who || Auditor. These reports of the Auditors of the || John C. Fremont, by a majority of thousands. ; 
oit, have been intrusted with public funds, out of Treasury Department contain the names of per- |) Maine will respond to Iowa for the East, in a few 
that which something would be distorted for partisan | sons whose accounts have remained unsettled, or || weeks, in a voice not to be mistaken. The Sen- : 
The ends. ' ; _ || on which, balances appear to have been due more || ator cannot break the mighty current that is 
rest In 1828, Andrew Jackson was assailed for his than three years prior to July Ist, 1853, “ fur- || bearing the friends of free Kansas on to assured . 
military deeds. The people, unmindful of these | nished in pursvance of the second section of the || triumph by this petty political maneuver, which : 
ys assaults, bore him proudly to the presidential | act of Congress, approved March 3, 1809, entitled || gentlemen should not stoop to engage in. Penn- i 
; chair, over one of the purest, ablest, and most rs An act further to amend the several acts for the sylvania, on the 14th of October, may teach her : 
i. incorruptible patriots that ever graced the coun- || establishment and regulation of the Treasury, | Senator that she is not to be won by any attempt 
ver cils of the Republic. In 1840, General Harrison || War, and'Navy Departments,’ ”’ and ‘‘ the names || to defame the chieftain around whose banner the 
ubs, was assaileddy the envenomed tongue of slander, | af officers whose accounts for advances made, or || liberal, progressive, democratic masses of the 
branded as a coward, and denounced as a corrupt || balances unaccounted for, one year prior to July || country are rallying for the coming fight. 
= man, and the people took him in their arms, and |! 1, 1853, and have not been settled within the year; || | have not spoken, Mr. President, of the motives 
ugh, bore him to the executive chair, over his expe- |} prepared in pursuance of the 13th section of the | that have actuated the Senator from Pennsyl- 
Sey, rienced and accomplished competitor. || act of March 3, 1817.” | vania in introducing this inquiry. I have hothin 
In 1848, Zachary Taylor and the venerable |} In this long list of names I find the names of | to do with motives. I have spoken of the wee tnd 
to, Senator from Michigan [General Cass] were both || some of the noblest sons of the Republic. The | I have spoken of it as I think it deserves. Per- + 
ion denounced in the same manner—their accotnts |! names of Generals Gaines, Worth, and Harney, haps the Senator feels that he has the name and Uy 
yl- with the Government, through long years of pub- || are in this list, but the name of John C. Frémont || fame of Colonel Frémontas well as Mr. Buchanan a 4 
lic service, overhauled and audited over again by |} is not among them. If his accounts were unset- || in his keeping. Perhaps we ought to feel grateful ; FS 
of the political accountants and auditors. || tled, if balances were against him, why was not || to him for his zeal for the reputation of our can- i i 
of In 1852, General Scott, a soldier who has served || his name reported? His name is not in the list || didate; but I cannot but feel that whatever the 1 
n- the Republic for more than forty years, in peace || of persons whose accounts were unsettled during || effects of this inquiry may be upon Colonel B 
Peg and war, with unsurpassed ability, was arraigned | the year preceding the Ist of July, 1853, or the | Frémont, the Senator will win no laurels by it aes 
rn in tie same manner and for a similar object. '| three years preceding that date. || that any one will desire to pluck from his brow. i 
te, What was gained by these assaults upon Jack- On the Ist of July, 1853, no moneys were in |} Mr. BIGLER. Mr. President, I had not in- ; 
m- son, Harrison, Taylor, Cass, Scott? r venture || his hands unaccounted for. He owed the Gov- |! tended to make any reply to the remarks of the 
tor to say here, to-day, that all those assaults upon || ernment nothing. At that very time he had a || Senator from Massachusetts, but I feel required 
Ire these distinguished men, concerning their mone- || claim for supplies furnished the Government as || to do so—a sense of personal respect constrains 
Si- tary transactions with the Government, never || early as July, 1851. That claim was examined || me to do so. I must be pardoned for remarking 
ble lost them the confidence or support of any por- || and reported upon by a committee of the House || to the Senate that I have occupied but very little 
tion of the American people. Sir, the American || of Representatives, at the head of which was | of the time of this body. I have sat here fre- 
nt people believed these assaults to be unjust, mean, | Colonel Orr, one of the leaders of the Adminis- || quently, and reproached myself for withholding 
ch contemptible. Pass this resolution; drag out of || tration in the House. That committee reported || my views on subjeath which I thought I, to some 
lis the Departments the bills, vouchers, letters, and || a bill allowing Colonel Frémont $183,825, and || extent at least, understood, and I trust for a very 
by papers between Colonel Frémont and the Gov- || that bill received the unanimous vote of the || few minutes I may be indulged in replying to the 
Ww ernment; garble them; scatter them over the land; || House and Senate, and the approval of President || Senator from Massachusetts. 
r- blurt their contents into the unwilling ear of the || Pierce on the 29th of July, 1854. || He sets out with the proposition*that I have 
:) country;and the people, with that sense of justice, || If his accounts were unsettled—if the money || not given to the Senate my reasons for offering 
ad that practical judgment which distinguishes them, || was in his hands unaccounted for—if the Gov- || this resolution. I have had no opportunity to do 
n- will pronounce it all political persecution. || ernment had any balance against him—why, sir, || so; but I indicated to the Senate on the question 
] Yes, sir, this partisan scheme will bring upon | why did not your Administration compel a set- || of taking up the resolution, that these charges 
as its authors, upon the men engaged in its execu- || tlement, and secure any claims of the Govern- were made publicly now, were scattered through 
ic tion, not public confidence and regard, but public || ment when it held $183,825 of John C. Frémont’s || the newspapers, and that it was due to Colonel 
censure and contempt; and it will bring to Colo- || money in its coffers? Will the Senator from || Frémont that the truth should be ascertained from 
ic nel Frémont the sympathy which honest men || Pennsylvania, will any Senator answer this || official sources. I expressed my surprise that 


st ever give to the persecuted. 


|| question? || that Senator should object to the development of 
é Colonel Frémont was intrusted by his Gov- | 


Some mousing politician in the Departments, || the record. He tells me that the settlements have 


h ernment with high and responsible duties. Those 


st ment, beyond the borders of the States—in the || reputation of honorable men, has doubtless found | the resolution, and not delay the Senate by talk. 
h Territories beyond the father of waters—in the || papers bearing upon Colonel Frémont’s connec- ||| He very shrewdly undertakes to hold Mr. Buch- 
Rocky Mountains—in California. Those high || tions with the Government, out of which he || anan accountable for my action here. I thank 
e and responsible duties were performed in a man- || thinks extracts can be quoted, if published, by || him for the pk shee of saying to the Senate,” 
it ner that won the commendation of the Govern- || which venal politicians can blacken the reputa- || and to the country, that Mr. Buchanan is not 
- ment, the approval of honorable Senators upon || tion of one they fear and hate; and the Senator || accountable for any act of mine here, whether it 
t this floor, and the applause and admiration of the || from Pennsylvania comes into this Chamber with || relates to this or any other question. I have not 
0 grateful people. His name is forever associated || this resolution to carry out this small game of | communicated with Mr. Buchanan in reference 
s with the pathways to the golden shores of the || political malignity. to this subject, or in reference to any question of 
Pacific, through the gorges of the Rocky Mount- I shall vote, sir, for this inquiry, but I wash my || partisan policy involved in the presidential elec- 
0 ains—with the conquest and acquisition of Cal-|| hands of its meanness, its abject littleness. If it || tion. He leaves me free to my own judgment 
) ifornia. , || applied to anybody’s candidate but the one I || here, and the country will judge of him upon his 
. Money was intrusted to his hands. In the | support, I would vote against it. I would-never || own record, and he will not be held accountable 
) performance of the duties assigned him, men, || consent to resoet to such petty warfare. | for anything I may say or do. So much for that. 
r property, money, were all for months—years— || The Senator from Pennsylvania assumes to be || Now, sir, as for the Senator’s concern for my 
. intrusted to his keeping. ‘The people will demand || Mr. Buchanan’s fugleman here. I have some- || any reputation in presenting this measure, | 
; why John C. Frémont is arraigned now, eight or || times thought the Senator, in his deep anxiety, || have only to say, that I will take care of that my- 
r ten years after his duties to the Government are || felt that he carried Mr. Buchanan upon his shoul- || self. He may denominate it what he pleases, 
l erformed. If his accounts were unsettled; if|| ders. I hold James Buchanan responsible for || but I ask him to reserve carefully any imputation 
; e had failed to account for money placed in his || this attempted blow at his rival, struck by the | on my motives and my purposes here; for whilst 
, hands; if he was in any sense a defaulter, “‘why,’’ | hand of the Senator from Pennsylvania, who pro- H} I shall, as carefully as any Senator, comply with 
the people will demand, “was he not sopaeeed a | fesses to be his particular friend—who is ever || all the rules of courtesy, bear and forbear, I tell 
the laws require by the proper officers? Why || watchful of his interests and fame. So prompt || that Senator once for all, that there isa line which 
was his name left out of the fiat of public officers || is the Senator from Pennsylvania to rush to the | he must not pass. If he intends tosay that I delib- 
: whose accounts were reported unsettled?” | defense of Mr. Buchanan, that I have come to || erately contemplate a mean and unworthy act, I 


duties were far distant from the seat of Govern- 


On the 16th of January, 1854, the Hon. Elisha | 
Whittlesey, Compgroller of the Treasury, made | 
& report to the 
which he says: 


“Tn conformity with the provisions of the act of Con- 
gress, approved March 3, 1809, entitled ‘ An act further to 
amend the several acts for thé establishment and 
of the Treasury, War, and Navy Departments,’ 


of the 
act passed March 3, 1817, entjtled, ‘ An act to 


vide for 


the prompt settlement of the public accounts,’ I transmit, | it. 
herewith, statements of the accounts whith remained duc , 


ouse of Representatives, in | 


tion | 


or who have access to the Departments; some 
little, soulless creature, ever ready to blast the 


regard him as that gentlepan’s “‘ premonitory 
symptom” here. Nothing but that Senator’s ex- 


is chief could have induced him to engage in this 
political device. é' 

Mr. President, the people will 
persecution. It will bring odium, net upon Colo- 
nel Frémont—but upon the men who originated 
It will rather redound, p= !! such attacks 


|| ments. 


treme desire to better the waning fortunes of | 


regard this as | 


against candidates for th~ «tendency have done, ' 


been made, and he is in possession of the docu- 
That is a reason why he should vote for 





} shall denounce if as in violation of parliamentary 
|| courtesy, and in violation of propriety. 

Why, Mr. President, I saw these charges 
|| against Mr. Frémont circulated all over the coun- 
|| try. I remembered that when Mr. Stewart, of 
my own State, in 1848, made similar allegations 


|| against the venerable Senator from Michigan, the 


friends of that gentleman at once invited an in- 
rere and a resolution was offered calling 


for all the documents. The Senator from Mas- 
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aachusetts this morning rejoices that that official || others, that with the character-of the candidate 


exhibit vindicated the Senator from Michigan; | 
and if we are to believe him at all, he is equally | 
certain that this development will vindicate his | 
candidate for the Presidency. Then why object | 
to it? Is he opposed to his candidate? Would 
he prefer to have him before the public in his 
present attitude, rather than have the facts devel- 
oped, and have him acquitted ? 


understand another thing: while he avows his 
willingness to vote for the resolution, he cannot 
escape the impression which it will make on the 
country, that he intends it shall not pass, if he 


} 
| 
| 

I want the Senator from Massachusetts to | 
| 
| 


talks out the time at this date in the session. He | 


may think me blameworthy for not introducing 


this subject before. I thought of it; 1 expected it | 
from the friends of Colonel Frémont. I could go | 


on and present to the Senate these grave allega- 
tions; but I shall not consume the time of the 
Senate. I have only to say to the Senator from 
Massachusetts, that I have no further remarks to 
makeon this subject; but if he chooses to prolong 
the debate, and consume the time of the Senate, 
for one I shall understand his purpose as intend- 
ing to defeat this investigation and this develop- 
ment. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, 1 will detain 
the Senate but for a moment; for | know how 
anxious honorable Senators are to get rid of this 
small business which the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania has thrust into the Senate, and to proceed 
to the legitimate business that crowds upon us. 
1 rise to thank the Senator from Pennsylvania for 
his anxious solicitude for the reputation of Colonel 
Frémont. The Senator expected, he now tells us, 
that the friends of Colonel Frémont would have 
called for an investigation; and as we have failed 
to do so, he has volunteered to move his resolu- 
tion of inquiry. Did the Senator expect that the 
friends of Colonel Frémont would dignify the 
slanders of the official organ? Did he expect that 
they would gratify the friends of James Buchanan 
by moving a resolution to drag from the files of 
the Department papers, out of which os 
malignity,could abstract some word or phrase to 


misrepresent the position—to blacken the charac- | 


ter—of an honorable man? Sir, the friends of 
Colonel Frémont leave to the Senator and those 
who prompted him, whose organ he is, the honor 
of originating and moving the resolution of 
inquiry. Colonel Frémont and his friends will 
doubtless appreciate the generous magnanimity 
that prompted that Senator to rush to his vindi- 


cation against the assassin-like slanders of his | 


own political calumniators. | 
But the Senator, Mr. President, is pleased to 


inform the Senate that he shall not permit his | 


motives to be impugned—that beyond certain 
bounddries he cannot permit any one to go. 
Sir, I tell that Senator that I have not ques- 
tioned his motives. I have nothing to do with 
his motives. I know not, and I care not, what 


motives actuated his conduct in this business. | 


I have spoken of his act in bringing this small 
business into the Senate. I know that his act 
is a little, petty, partisan act, and to his face, in 
my place here ©n the floor of the Senate, I have 
characterized it as such. I now tell him that I 
intend to continue to characterize it as such, in 
the Senate and out of the Senate. If he takes 
offense at that, why, I cannot help it. Honor- 
able, high-minded men, who have some concep- 


tion of what belongs to the dignity of the Senate | 


——some appreciation of what belongs to the char- 
acter of statesmen—will regard, and they con- 
tunue to regard, this movement to which the 
Senator from Pennsylvania has lent himself as 
unworthy the Senate—as beneath the dignity 
of an} gentleman who occupies a seat in this 
Chamber. Senators will not covet the honors the 
Senator has won by this movement. 

Mr. ADAMS. I wish to say one word b 
way of explanation of my vote. I denounced, 
in my State, the Whigs for the inquiry made in 
regard to the Senator from Michigan, when he 
was the Democratic candidate upon the occasion 
referred to by the Senators who have spoken. 
‘When a similar proposition to this was brought 
up four years ago, in reference to the accounts 
of General Scott, I voted against it. I shall vote 
against this; not on account of any yopeay 
for the candidate of the Republican party. 
think, with all due respect to the opinion of 
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of any party we have nothing to do. Whenever 
a party presents a candidate upon a particular 
platform I have to deal with him as that platform 
presents him. At all events, in a legislative 
capacity, 1 am not going to do anything here, 
directly or indirectly, with reference to the presi- 
dential election. The information desired by this 
resolution is accessible to any person in the 
country. Any one can go to the Departments, 
and get it without senatorial aid. I cannot vote 
for the resolution. If the platform on which 
Colonel Frémont is placed, of a sectional organ- 
ization, and of a declaration of war against the 
South, is not sufficient to beat him, I have noth- 
ing to do with his private character, and I will 
not inquire into it; nor will I sanction by my vote 
any inquiry into it so far as the Senate is con- 
cerned, thinking we have no jurisdiction over it 
as a legislative body. 

Mr. WELLER. I certainly do not feel dis- 
posed to enter into this discussion, but I ought 
to correct an error into which the Senator from 
Massachusetts has fallen. He speaks of having 
in his drawer a document showing that the ac- 
counts of Colonel Frémont were all settled three 
years ago, when the Government paid him a bal- 
ance of $180,000. I do not know whether the 
accounts of Colonel Frémont have been closed at 
the Department or not, but I know what the 
$180,000 was paid for; and the Senator will find 
in that report a letter from myself, and others, on 
the subject. Indian commissioners having been 
sent to California, with authority to draw on the 
Government for $50,000, they drew on the Gov- 
ernment for $800,000. They proceeded to purchase 
beef for the er goes of executing the informal 
treaties they had made with the Indians, on the 
principle that it was cheaper to feed the Indians 
than to fight them. They purchased from Colonel 


|| Frémont beef to the amount of $180,000. They 


gave Colonel Frémont drafts on the Treasury, 
where they had no funds of course to pay that 
$180,000. Both branches of Congress were unwil- 
ling to recognize the drafts which had been drawn 
by these commissioners without authority of law, 
and hence it was that Colonel Frémont applied 
to Congress for relief. It was conceded on all 
hands that the beef had been sold by him, and at 
a just and fair price; that it was received by the 
Indian commissioners, and by them distributed 
amongst the Indians. When the claim was sub- 
mitted to Congress, the question presented was, 
whether or not the nila of that beef to the 
Indians did not prevent Californi®from becoming 
involved in a war with them? They were then 
in a starving condition. That of itself would 
have driven them to war with our people; and 
in view of that circumstance, the Indian commis- 
sioners concluded, as I have said before, that it 
was cheaper to feed them than to fight them. 
The Senate being satisfied that the furnishing of 
this beef did produce that effect, held themselves 
equitably bound to make a just compensation to 
Colonel Frémont for it. Thatis what the $180,000 
was paid for. Whether his accounts be closed at 
the Department, or not, I do not know. I shall 
vote for the resolution, not that I consider the 
information we shall obtain as valuable, nor be- 
cause I propose to use any information which 
may be had under it. I intend to oppose Colonel 
Frémont’s election on the broad ground, that he 
ought not to be elected to the Presidency. I shall 
oppose him because I believe his principles, if 
carried out, are calculated to destroy this Gov- 
ernment. I shall not oppose him because he has 
or has not settled all his accounts in exploring 
California. 

Mr.SEWARD. Mr. President, if there is any 
one os which is right and just in itself and 
sustained by sound policy, it is that public ser- 
vants shall at all times be required to render an 
account of the public moneys with which they 
are intrusted, and that under no circumstances 
shall there be any successful effort made to screen 
those who are intrusted with public trusts from 
rendering a full account of their financial trans- 
actions. It is for this reason that I was desirous 
to vote for this proposition, irrespective of all 
questions of a party nature which age connected 
with it. I can never suffer any such partisan 
question to m=ke me vote contrary to a principle 


so sound and iMp-~tant as this: but. si the 
debate has taken the cou... ;, hea dsebend proped 


for me to say that, so far as I know a 








Au 


gust 11, 
, , nd am ad. 
vised, the friends of the gentleman concerned 
have no desire to avoid any such inquiry » 
they invite it and defy it, and it will be found in 
the result that the financial transactions of thi 
distinguished precneg: have been conducted 
with justice and fidelity to the Government. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, as this 
seems to be an ere to overhaul the accounts 
of one of the candidates for the Presidene I 
think it would be but fair that we should over. 
haul them all, and I therefore propose an amend. 
ment to the resolution offered by the Senator from 
Pennsylvania. I —— to amend the resolution 
by adding the following: 

And that the President be requested to cause to be com. 
municated to the Senate at the same time, similar informa. 
tion in regard Xo all the transactions of James Buchanan a 
an officer of the Government, particularly showing how 
much money has been paid to the said James Buchanan 
and for what services, or on what account, since he first 
entered the public service ; also, all the correspondence 
between the said James Buchanan, whilst minister to the 
kingdom of Great Britain, not heretofore communicate, 
which may be made public without detriment to the pubjic 
interests, and especially all correspondence in regard to the 
Ostend conference. Also, the reasons why the said James 
Buchanan was removed from his position of minister to 
Great Britain before the settlement of the Central American 
and enlistment questions ; or, if removed at his own request, 
his reasons for asking to return, if known. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. | If my colleague is going to 
inquire into the accounts of all the presidential 
candidates, why does he not include Mr. Fill. 
more? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I will leave Mr. FAlmore 
out. My colleague may put him in; but I think 
it of very little consequence to inquire as to him. 
I have no objection, however, to having Mr. F'll- 
more’s accounts examined also; but I wish to 
say while I am up, in reply to a remark which 
fell from the Senator from California, stating why 
he should oppose Colonel Frémont, that [ shall 
oppose the election of Mr. Buchanan, and I do 
so distinctly on the ground that I believe the plat- 
form on which Mr. Buchanan stands, if it is to be 
carried out and adhered to, will prove destructive 
of the interests of the country, and I very much 
fear of the Union itself. 

Mr. BIGLER. If the Senator from Illinois 
will modify his amendment so as to cover only 
that part which relates to receiving and account- 
ing for money—pecuniary matters—I will accept 
it most cheerfully; but he calls for what is imprac- 
ticable—correspondence to which there is no ref- 
erence in the original resolution, and which can- 
not be readily furnished. If the Senator will 
modify his amendment, as I have suggested, | 
will accept it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think the correspond- 
ence in reference to the Ostend conference is par- 
ticularly interesting at this time, and I would like 
to have an edition of that published, so that we 
may have it distributed generally through the 
country. Perhaps there may be some correspond- 
ence in reference to it not yet communicated. | 
do not know how that is; I call for nothing which 
may be regarded as incompatible with the public 
interest to make known. 

Mr. BIGLER. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out all of it except that which 
relates to pecuniary matters. 

Mr. PUGH. Ifthe Senator from Illinois wants 
this information, let him ask for it by a separate 
resolution. I hope the Senate will vote down his 
amendment. s 

Mr. WILSON. I hope the Senator from Illi- 
nois will withdraw the amendment. If there is 
anything in the amendment that the Senator 
wishes to call for, let it be put in a separate reso- 
lution. I think we had better take the vote on 
this resolution of the Senator from Pennsylvania, 
and not clog it with any propositions concerning 
Mr. Buchanan. ; 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on agreeing to the amendment of the Senator 
from Illinois. 

Mr. TRUMBULL call for the, yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. BROWN. As we are to be put on the 
record on this subject, I desire simply to say that, 
if the Senator from Illinois was content to divide 
his proposition, and present as an amendment so 
ner of it as relates to Mr. Buchanan’s financial 
connection with the Government, I should vote for 
it, because that I consider it germane to the ori- 
ginal proposition. Then if he will embody the 
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rest in & separate resolution I will vote for that; | Mr. WELLER. I desire to make a remark || though itis not to be expected that he should 


but | do not choose to vote fora resolution which | 
mixes up the Ostend conference with private || 
accounts and everything else. | 
Mr. DOUGLAS. My objection to my col- ] 
leacue’s amendment is that he is asking for vo-|, 
juminous papers that probably cannot be copied | 
during the session. By including so ae a 
ers, most of which are now in print, it will defeat 
the answer entirely. Lam unwilling to have him 
include such voluminous records that the answer | 
cannot be made; and thus defeat the original in- || 
quiry by indirection. 
Mr. SEWARD. I beg to suggest to the hon- 
orable Senator from Illinois, on this side of the 
House, (Mr. TrumButt] a concurrence with the 
suggestion of the Senator from Massachusetts to | 
ofer his proposition as a distinct resolution. I | 
do not wish to amend the original resolution so as 
to look like embarrassing it. At the same time 
] think the resolution will pass unanimously, if | 
offered separately, as a distinct inquiry. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. My object is not to em- | 
barrass the resolution. r shall vote for both | 
propositions. I shall vote for the resolution of | 
the Senator from Pennsylvania, and the object is | 
not to embarrass it. 1 would just as soon pre- 
sent my amendment in a separate resolution; but | 
the matter is before the Senate, and there can be 
no impropriety in calling for both now. As to | 
the correspondence being so voluminous that it | 
cannot be published, there is no difficulty about | 





in connection with the vote which bas just been 
taken, in order that the Senate may see the situ- 
|} ation in which I have been placed, by yielding, 


| bills should be disposed of. 





cai we know that books are published here 
in a Very few days. 

Mr. BIGLER. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out 

Several Senators. It is too late. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The yeas and | 
~— have been ordered. 

Mr. BIGLER. Then I will vote in the nega- | 
tive, though I am willing to vote for a separate, 
independent resolution, imbodying the proposi- | 
tion of the Senator from Illinois. 

The question being taken on Mr. Trumsvut.’s 
amendment by yeas and nays, and resulted— 
yeas 9, nays 34; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell of New Hampshire, Fessenden, 
Foot, Foster, Hale, Harlan, Jones of Tennessee, Trumbull, 
and Wade—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Benjamin, Biggs, Bigler, 
Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Douglas, 
Durkee, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Hunter, [verson, Mallory, 
Mason, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, 
Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, Toucey, Wel- 
ler, Wilson, Wright, and Yulee—34. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


DES MOINES RAPIDS—VETO. 


The following message was received from the 
House of Representatives, by Mr. Cutiom, their 
Clerk: 


Mr. Prestpent: The President of the United States | 
having returned to the House of Representatives, in which 
it originated, the bill entitled “‘ An act for continuing the 
improvement of the Des Moines Rapids, in the Michigan | 
river,’ with his objections thereto, the House of Repre- 
sentatives proceeded, in pursuance of the Constitution, to 
reconsider the same, and have resolved to pass the said 
bill, two thirds of the House of Representatives agreeing to 
pass the same, the objections of the President to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. In this action of the House, I am 
instructed to ask the concurrence of the Senate. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. WELLER. I move to postpone all prior 
orders, for the urpose of taking «; the bill (S. 
No. 186) to me ta and facilitate .> congtruc- 
tion of a railroad and magnetic telegraj:n through 
the Territories of the United States. 

Mr. HUNTER. I must ask for the yeas and 
nays on that question. My purpose is, if this 
motion fails, to submit one to take up the legis- 
lative appropriation bill. 

Mr. E ER. I hope the railroad bill will not 
be taken up, but that we shall consider the vetoed 
bill returned from the House of Representatives. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 17, nays 24; as-follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Allen, Bigler, Bright, Cass, Durkee, 
Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Harlan, Iverson, Jones of Ten- 
pow. | Mallory, Pugh, Seward, Stuart, Weller, and Wil- 

n—ii. 

NAYS — Messrs. Adams, Bell of New Hampshire, Ben- 
jamin, Biggs, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Clay, Fish, Fitz- 
patrick, Geyer, Hale, Houston, Hunter, Mason, Pratt, Reid 
Sebastian, lidell; Toombs, Trumbull, Wade, Wright, an 








So the motion was not agreed to. 


always be able to go through safely. The error 
was in not adhering to his allies, the friends of 
‘ internal improvements, but turning off and making 
in the first place, to the friends of the river and || another arrangement with those who opposed 
harbor bills, and subsequently to the Senator from || them. 7 
Virginia. The bill, which | moved to take up, I desire to take this occasion to give notice that 
was reported to the Senate by a select committee || Twill, the day after to-morrow morning, at twebve 
on the 24th of March last. It was taken up on || o’clock, ask the Senate to take up and consider 
the 18th of April, and considered during one day’s || the President’s reason for refusing his assent’ to 
session. It was then postponed for two days, | the Des Moinesrapids bill, which has been passed 
and was subsequently postponed until it came in || by the House of Representatives, notwithstanding 
collision with the river a harbor bills; and as || his veto. 
the friends of the river and harbor bills were gen- || Mr. WELLER. I will remark that in all the 
erally the supporters of the Pacific railroad bill, || movements I have made to get up the railroad bill 
I was appealed to by them to yield until those [ have uniformly met the support of the Senator 
There were some || from New York; and I will take this occasion to 
twenty or thirty of themin number. I did yield || say, that in all the measures I have introduced 
the floor with the impression that it would take || here calculated to advance the interests of that 
two or three days to dispose of them, and I || section of the Union from which I come, I have 
yielded it for the reason that I supposed some of || not found a more ardent supporter than the Sen- 
them at least would be passed overthe Executive || ator from New York; nor have I derived as much 
veto; and in order to accomplish that object, it | aid from any Senator, in the passage of those 
was indispensably necessary that they should go || local bills, as from the Senator from New York. 


ieee 8 , ssible ti 
to the President in the shortest possible time. POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Then, after these bills were disposed of, I again | 

made the motion to proceed to the consideration || A message from the House of Representatives, 
of this bill. ‘The Senator from Virginia, who had || by Mr. Cuixom, their Clerk, announced that they 
charge of one of the general appropriation bills, |! had passed a bill (H. R. No. 315) making appro- 
appealed to me to yield the floor, and allow the || priations for the service of the Post Office Depart- 
Army appropriation bill to be taken up. As it ment, during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1857; 
was an appropriation bill for the Army, and as I || and, on motion of Mr. Hunrer, it was read 
occupied the position of chairman of the Commit- || tyice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
tee on Military Affairs on this floor, I did not feel || on Finance. 


myself at liberty to resist the invitation of the Sen- | LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


ator, to wait until he obtained action on that. That | ; . rerenes 1 

was the bill which contained the Kansas repeal- } On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the Senate pro- 
ing clause. I yiglded the floor, and the Senate || ceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, 
dieuneed of thins ; ~ || the bill CH. R. No. 202) making mayne 


‘hen I was thrown’over to Friday last. It | om = eres a a on ee 
was private bill day. penses of Government, for the year ending 


A private claim was taken 
up, and my distinguished friend from Ohio [Mr. || of June, 1857, which had been er by the 


| Y > ‘s on _ 
Pucu] occupied some three and a half hours of | a » with amen h 
the time of the Senate in discussing it; so that || “)": UNTER. I suppose every Senator hsa 
there has been plenty of time here to discuss all || read the bill. “The Secretary had better read the 
onsen; even to the consumption of a whole || en and let the question be taken on 
ay in a debate of a private character, which had | : "The So vealed d th d 
occupied the attention of the Senate two days | le Secretary proceeded to read Jne amend- 
| 





anterior to that; but, now, when I ask the Senate ae eee ti E eae bes first . 
this morning to take u insert in the appropriations for the officers o 


the Senate: 


Officer charged with the disbursements of the Senate, 
$480; chief clerk, $2,500. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


this bill, I meet the Sen- | 
ator from Virginia, who says I may have it up 
after he has passed all his general appropriation 
bills. I submit to the Senate whether this is fair. 
I could have defeated the friends of the river and 
harbor bills by taking up the railroad bill in pre- 
ference to their bills, but I should have had to 
rely on the enemies of the bill. The gentlemen on 


The next is to include in the same clause: 
this side of the Chamber, who are opposed to the 


Clerk of Committee on Finance, $1,850; clerk of print- 
ing records, $1,669 02. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendmentisto strike out ‘‘ $69,484,” 
and insert ** $75,983 02.” 

Mr. HUNTER. The House omitted to insert 
appropriations for some of our officers. We added 
them, and that makes a difference in the amount. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


These three amendments are to one clause, 
which as amended reads as follows: 

For compensation of the officers, clerks, messengers, and 
others, receiving an annual salary in the service of the Sen- 
ate, viz: Secretary of the Senate, $3,600; officer charged 
with the disbursements of the Senate, $480; chief clerk, 
$2,500 ; principal clerk, and principal executive clerk in 
office of the Secretary of the Senate, at $2,160 each; eight 
clerks in office of the Secretary of the Senate, at $1,550 
each; keeper of the stationery, $1,752; two messengers, 
one at $1,080 dollars, and one at $750; one page, at $500 ; 
Sergeant-at-Arms and Doorkeeper, $2,000 ; Assistant Door- 
keeper, $1,700 ; Postmaster to the Senate, $1,750; Assist- 
ant Postmaster and mail carrier, $1,440; two mail boys, at 
$900 each; superintendent of the document room, §1 500 ; 
two assistants in document room, at $1,200 each ; superin- 


river and harbor bills,-would have voted with me 
in order to defeat those bills. There were some 
of those bills that I desired to see passed; there 
were some for which I voted; but I was unwilling 
to place those Senators who were disposed to go 
with me for my railroad in a false position. I 
have yielded, until at last we approach the end 
of the session; and now the Senator from Vir- 
ginia is willing that I shall have it taken up when 
there is nothing else to do, and then if I can pass 
it over his votes and speeches, he is willing! That 
is the sort of liberality which has been manifested | 
towards this measure. 

It is probable that I shall make this motion 
again, because I have heard some Senators assign 
reasons of a personal character for the vote the 
have given to-day. All I have desired is, that if 
this bill commands the majority of the Senate, 
it shall pass. If there be a majority opposed to 
it, lam willing to test that by & motion to lay OF |! tendeist of the folding room, $1,500 ; two messengers, acting 
the table, for 1 do not want unnecessary debate. || as assistant doorkeepers, at $1,500 each ; fifteen messen 
I do not want to have the bill discussed, unless | gers, at $1,200 each; superintendent in charge of Senate 
there isa a of its passage. furnaces, $1,080 ; assistant in charge of furnaces, $600; 


we al, inda laborer in private passage 3; two laborers, at $480 
Mr. SEWA I feel wery much indebted to | each; clerk or secretary to the President of the: Senate, 


the honorable Senator from California for the || 91752; clerk of Committee on Finance, $1,850 ; clerk of 
aid which we derived from his assent to taking ||-printing records, $1,669 02; draughtsman, $1,850; chap- 
up the river and harbor bills, and I hold myéelf || !ain of Senate, $750; making $75,963 02. 
under obligations to vote with him at all times, The next amendment of the committee is to 
and at any time, to take up his measure, and I || strike out ** $3,000”’ as the appropriation on the 
shall use my best efforts in the way which shall | part of the Senate for the Congressional Globe, 
seem to be most expedient to codperate with him || and insert ‘‘ $72,651.” ; 
in securing the passage of that bill.. I hope he | _ Mr. SEWARD. I rise simply to say that it 
will not relinquish it. I have only to say, that || is impossible for us to follow the amendments as 
the statement of the honorable Senator from Cal- || fast as they are read. I trust the Senator from 
ifornia seems to be a confession of an error; but || Virginia will state the nature of the amendments. 
it is from a gentleman who makes few errors, Mr. HUNTER. This amendment in regard 
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to the Congressional Globe, and binding the 
same, grew out of a resolution offered by the 
Senator from Arkansas, (Mr. Jounson,] on the 
day he left. The arrangement which was in- 


tended to be made permanent in relation to the | 


Globe, at the last Congress, was by some error 

made only for the last Congress. The Senate 

having determined to make it a permanent ar- 

rangement, the amendment is to carry that out. 
"he amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was to 


add to ee for Senate clerks of com- | 


mittees, and pages, the following proviso: 
Provided, That the amount estimated for compensation 


of the clerks to the Comimitteeson Finance and Printing be | 


deducted therefrom. 


Mr. HUNTER. That is made necessary be- 
cause they were formerly temporary clerks, and 


they are now made permanent clerks. We have | 


deducted their compensation from this amount 
because we have added it in another place. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was to 


add, after the appropriation for contingent ex- 
penses of the library of Congress, the following: 
For expenses of procuring proper apparatus for warming 
said library and providing fuel for the same, —— dollars. 
Mr. HUNTER. The Senator from Maryland 
can explain that. 
Mr. PEARCE. I move to fill the blank with 


$5,000. I will state to the Senate that heretofore | 


I have obtained aapreneeeene for this purpose. 
The old furnaces have been taken out and néw 
ones put up, but the heat is diverted to other 


rooms; so that during the last two Congresses it | 
has often been difficult to 6 aes there. Even | 
as one hundred and | 


with the thermometer as hig un 
fifty degrees Fahrenheit, I fmd that it is neces- 


sary to have something to warm the library, | 


otherwise the officers are obliged to go about in 
their cloaks and great-coats; and persons can- 


not read in the library. Persons were actually | 
driven out of the library-room last year for the | 


want of proper warmth. I have called on the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings and the archi- 
tect, and they inform me that rather more ex- 


penses are necessary than usual, inasmuch as new | 
arrangements will have to be made from the be- | 
inning, new foundations, and new furnaces. | 
hey say $5,000 is necessary for that purpose, | 


and | move to fill the blank with that sum. 
The blank was filled with $5,000, and the 
amendment was adopted. 


~ } 
The next. amendment was to insert after the 


clause just adopted: 


For maintaining the botanic garden and green-houses, 
including pay of horticulturist and assistants, under the 
direction of the Library Committee of Congress, $5,000. 


Mr. HUNTER. The Senator from Maryland 
can explain that. 

Mr. PEARCE. If desired, I can explain it. 

Several Senators, It is not necessary. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was to 


insert, after the appropriation for printing and 
paper, the following: 


And the aporeesiosion *t3 sipply deficiencies in thé ap- \ 
c ; 


ropriation for printing of the second session of the Thirty- 
‘hird Congress,’ contained in the act of 15th May, 1856, 
shall be construed by the accounting officers ofthe Treasury 


to include the cost of paper necessary for said printing. || Officers in Kansas Territory: 
Mr. HUNTER. The information of the com- || Provided, That the money hereby appropriated shall not 


mittee is, that in thé deficiency bill, there was an 
estimate for deficiency for paper and printing. 


As the amendment was introduced, it provided | 


for the printing, and not paper; and the Comp- 


troller would not pay anything for paper until we | 


construed the law. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


insert, after the appropriation for the State De- 
partment: 

For necessarf expensts attendant upon the execution of 
the neutrality act of the 20th April, 1818, and to be expended 
under the direction of the President of the United States 
= to the third section of the act of Congress of the | 

st of May, 1810, $10,000. 

_ Mr. HUNTER. The House has included thet 
in the third branch of the former civil and diplo- | 
matic appropriation bill, in the miscellaneous bill 
which came in this morning. I ask unanimous 
consent, therefore, to be allowed to withdraw 
the amendment, as it has been introduced by the 
House into another bill. 





|| ‘There being no objection, the amendment was 


‘ || in said Territory, claiming to be the Legislative Assembly 
The next amendment of the committee was to || of the said Territory, shall be dismissed by the court, and 

















\| withdrawn., 


| ‘The next amendment of the committee was to | 

| Strike out the words ** library, books, maps,”’ in 

|| the following clause: 

|| Contingent expenses, Department of the Interior; office 
Secretary of the Interior: For books, stationery, furniture, 

| library, books, maps, and other contingencies, $4,700.”? 


‘The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was in 
the same clause, after the word ‘‘ contingencies,’’ 
to insert: ** And for books and maps for the 
| library.”’ 

Mr. HUNTER. That is a mere formal amend- 
ment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


| ‘The next amendment was to insert $482 instead 
| of $582, as the salary of the laborer in the office 
of topographical engineers. 

|| Mr.HUNTER. That is to correct an error. 
| The amendment was agreed to. 

1] 





scene EE 


The next amendment of the committee was to 
substitute $15,900 for $16,900, as the appropria- 
tion for salaries of the officers of the bureau of 
navy-yards and docks. 

Mr. HUNTER. That is a miatake in the 
estimate. It was $1,000 too much. 

.The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to increase the ap- 
| propriation for salaries of the officers of the Mint 
|| trom $27,900 to $29,400, and to add to the clause 
|| the following: 

And from and after the 30th of June, 1856, the salary of 


the said Director of the Mint shall be $4,000 per annum, 
and that of the treasurer thereof shall be $3,000 per annum. 


Mr. HUNTER. This is raising the salary of 
the Director of the Mint, whe is.at present get- 
ting less than some of those of the branch mints, 
and also the salary of the treasurer. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to add to the clause 
making appropriations for the expenses of the 
Minnesota Territorial Legislature the following 
proviso: 

Provided, That hereafter said compensation, mileage, and 


contingent expenses shall not exceed the sums previously 
appropriated therefor. 


Mr. HUNTER. That is in relation to the 
| expenses of the Territorial Legislature of Minne- 
sota. It is proposed to put in this proviso be-| 
| cause they have been very largely exceeding the | 
| money appropriated. Itis thought we ought to | 
|| have some check. 

|| ‘The amendment was agreed to. 

'| The next amendment was to insert after the | 
i clause just adopted: Anat 
| For arrearages on account of the legislative expenses of | 


|| the Territory of Minnesota prior to the 30th of June, 1856, 
|| $17,622 04, 
} Mr. HUNTER. I find the House have intro- 
i! duced that into the bill that came in this morning | 
/P—the miscellaneous or civil appropriation bill, | 
‘| [ask the consent of the Senate to withdraw it. 
There being no objection the amendment was 
withdrawn. 


The next amendment of the committee was to 
strike out the following proviso appended to the 
appropriations for-salaries of the United States 


ep 





| 


| 











| be drawn from the Treasury, or any part thereof, and the 
| same or any part thereof shall not be paid out of any other 
appropriations made by Congress, until all criminal pros- 
ecutions now pending in any court of the Territory of Kan- 
sas against any person or persons charged with treason 
against the United States, and all criminal prosecutions by 
information or indictment against any person or persons for 
any alleged violation ordisregard whatever of the professed 
laws of a body of men who assensbled at Shawnee Mission, 


every person who is or may be restrained of his liberty by 
reason of any of said prosecutions shall be released from 
confinement. 

Mr. HALE. I ask for the yeas and nays on 
that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HALE. I do not want to occupy the 
time of the Senate unnecessarily; but it seems 
to me that the Senate can vote upon a provision 
something similar to this without involving the 
main point which is at issue between the parties 
on the Kansas question; because if the reports 
that have come to the Senate through the news- 

papers, as to what law is laid down by the chief 


erecta 
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justice in that Territory as constituting the ep) 
of treason, be correct, I think it can be said ny 
out any undue assumption that there is no; , 
member of this body who will not affirm that . 
indictment for treason can by no possibilit be 

ustained. The ground of treason in this A ; 
try is exceedingly narrow. There have been 7. 
surd and ridiculous attempts, not to call them b 
any worse names, at various times, to manufac. 
ture a crime of treason outside of the definition of 
the Constitution. Why, sir, it was serious] ate 
tempted at a time when there was a little excite. 
ment about the fugitive slave law, to magnify the 
neglect of an individual to aid the marshal in ex. 
ecuting process under that law, into a crime of 
treason; and there were really some men who 
held commissions as judges of the United States 
courts who were left to battle such legal nonsense 
as that. 

Now, sir, if the reports which we have of the 
action of this judge in Kansas, and the grand 
jury there, be correct, (and I only speak from 
newspaper information, as I have seen what pur. 
—— to be a copy of this charge in the Nationaj 

ntelligencer,) he charged the grand jury that ay 
attempt, or refusal, to obey laws enacted by the 
Legislature of Kansas, inasmuch as they werg 
enacted under authority of Congress, was a re. 
sistance to the laws of Gongren, and was there. 
fore high treason—acrime, by the way, not known 
to our Constitution; and that certain other things 
were constructive treason, a crime also not knowp 
to our Constitution; and under that ruling sey. 
eral gentlemen were indicted by that giant ery, 

Without undertaking to go into an unneces- 
sary revival of controversies which have been 
already sufficiently discussed, it seems to me that 
the Senate can, by the expression of its opinion, 
direct that these prosecutions be abandoned and 
dismissed, and they can do it without compro- 
mising themselves in relation to the position they 
have heretofore taken; but whether they can or 
not I hope the proviso of the House will be re- 


tained by the Senate. 


Mr. SEWARD. I desire to state, in behalf of 
my colleague, Governor Fisun, that he has paired 
off with the honorable Senator from Florida, 
{Mr. Matrory.] He would, if present, vote 
against this amendment of the Committee on 
Finance. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 30, nays 11; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Biggs, Bigler, 
Bright, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Douglas, Fitzpatrick, 
Geyer, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, Jones of Tennessee, 
Mason, Pearce, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, 


Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, Weller, Wright, and 
Yulee—30. 


NAYS— Messrs. Bell of New Hampshire, Collamer, 
Dodge, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Seward, Trumbull, 
Wade, and Wilson—11. 

So the amendment was agreed’to. 

Mr. DURKEE. I desire to have my vote re- 
corded. 

Several Senarors. It is too late. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) It is too late to vote except by unan- 
imous consent. 

Mr. WELLER. It cannot be done then. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The decision 
of the Senate has been against receiving a vote 
after the result has been announced, even by 
unanimous consent. 


The next amendment of the committee was to 
insgt the following after the appropriations for 
Kansas Territory: : , 

For compensation and mileage of the members of the 
Legislative Asoo, officers, clerks, and contingent ex- 
penses of the Assembly, $20,600. . 

Mr. HUNTER. That is estimated for. 

Mr. SEWARD. I ask for the yeas and nays 
on that amendment. I understand it is for the 
Kansas Territorial Legislature. Pi 

Mr. HUNTER. Yes, sir. It was estimated 
for, but omitted in the House. 

Mr. SEWARD. I presume the House under- 
stood what they were anges refused to make 
an appropriation for this Legislature, as, by 4 
bill previously sent here, they seemed to be of 
the opinion that that Legislature was nota legally 
constituted body, and not entitled to be paid. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. , 
Mr. MALLOR . I have paired off with 
Governor Fisu; otherwise I should vote in the 
affirmative. , 
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~The question being taken by eas and nays, || Instead of leaving it as twenty per cent. allow- 
resulted—yeas 30, nays 12; as follows: ance, we propose to put it as an addition to the | 


yEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Biggs, Bright, || salary. 
Br (vead, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Douglas, Fitzpat- | 
-k, Geyer, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, Jones of Tennessee, 
M con, Pearces Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, Stu- | 
: {, Tomson, of New Jersey, Toombs, Weller, Wright, 
and von. Messrs. Bell of New Hampshire, Collamer, 
Dodge, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Seward, 
Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—12. 





Mr. PEARCE. 
} mittee on the Library to offer the following 
| amendment, to come in at the end of the first 
section of the bill: 


For printing and publishing one thousand éopies of the 
| papers of James Madison, now in the archives of the State 
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The amendment was agreed to. i 


I am instructed by the Com- | 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committee on | 
Finance was to increase the appropriation for | 
ealaries of the judges and officers of the Court of | 
Claims from $25.300 to $27,000. 

Mrw HUNTER. That is made necessary by | 
some recent changes in the law. We have added | 
to the personnel of the Court of Claims, and this 
amendment makes it correspond with the addi- 
tions which have been made. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to strike out the fol- |} 
lowing proviso to the appropriation for judicial || 
expenses: | 

Provided, however, That no part of the money hereby 
appropriated shall be expended dor prosecuting or detaining |} 
any person or persons charged with treason or any other 
political offense in the Territory of Kansas, for any prosecu - 
tions thet have been heretofore instituted for political of- 
fenses. 

Mr. HALE. 
that amendment. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 

taken, vesulted—yeas 30, nays 11; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Benjamin, Biggs, Big- 
ler, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Douglas, Fitz- 
patrick, Geyer, Houston, Hunter, Lverson, Jones of ‘Ten- 
nessee, Mason, Pearce, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Sli- | 
dell, Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, Weller, 


| 


| 
I call for the yeas and nays on 


Wright, and Yulee—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell of New Hampshire, Collamer, Dur- 
kee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster,, Hale, Seward, Trumbull, 
Wade, and Wilson—11. 


So the amendment was adopted. 


Mr. HUNTER. I have a few amendments to 
ofler which have not been printed. The first is, 


Jepartment, under the direction and control of the Joint 


| Committee on the Library of Congress, $600. 


Mr. HUNTER. I would suggest to the Sen- 
ator from Maryland that that would probably 
— come in in the miscellaneous appropriation 

ill. 

Mr. HALE, and others. We had better put 
it here. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MASON. 
mittee on Foreign Relations to offer an amend- 
ment to this bill, to come in at the end of the ap- 
propriations for the Department of State: 

To reimburse the consular agent of the United States, 


at the Island of St. Thomas, for that amount expended by | 


him by orders of this Government, in landing and storing 


the cargo of the bark Amelia, of New York, and other | 


expenses incident thereto, laden with arms and munitions 
of war, which were seized by order of the Government, and 


carried into said island, and there landed, $4,850, to be dis- | 


bursed under the direction of the Secretary of State. 


which I have had struck out because it is in the 


appropriation made to carry out the neutrality 
laws is designed to cover this case. 

Mr. MASON. My colleague is mistaken. 
That is an independent provision. This money 
has been paid bf the consul, and the Secretary 
of State asks that it may be repaid to him; but 
he asked also for an independent appropriation 
of $10,000 to carry out the neutrality laws, to 
which my colleague has adverted. 

Mr. HUNTER. I understood the letter to 
mean that it was to cover this case. 





after the provision for salaries of judges of the 
Court of Claims, to insert: 

To purchase a library for the use of the Judges and soli-~ 
citor, $2,500. ; 

They ask for $5,000. The House did not in- 
sert any appropriation. We recommend half 
the sum, $2,500, for a library for the Court of 
Claims. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER. I offer this amendment as an 
additional section: 

Sec. 3, And be it further enacted, That the Seeretary of 
War be authorized to employ, in addition to those now 
allowed by law, one clerk, of class 4, in the office of the 
colonel of topographical engineers, and to take one clerk 
from class 2, and add one to class 4, in his office ; that the 
Secretary of the Interior be authorized to employ in his | 
office one clerk, of class 4,in addition to those now allowed 
by law, and, temporarily, one clerk, of class 2, to take 
charge of the census returns; and the Seerctary of the 
Treasury be authorized to appoint one clerk, of class 3, in 
the office of the Fifth Auditor, and to take one cierk from 
class 3, and add one to class 4, in the office of the Regis- 
ter; and such sum as may be necessary to carry into effect 
the provisions of this section to the 30th of June, 1857, is 
hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 


I will state, in regard to this améndment, that 


Mr. MASON. I have the letter here. 
Mr. HUNTER. I should like to hear it read. 
Mr. MASON. I will read it: 


DEPraRTMERT OF Stats, 
Wasarneton, July 30, 1856. 
Srri T bravethe honor toinform you that the bark Amelia, 
of New York, laden with arms and munitions of war, which 
there was reason to believe had been illegally exported from 
the United States, was detained at Port au Prince, in the 
| Island of St. Domingo, by the United States consular agent 
| there. The vessel, with her cargo, was subsequently taken 
possession of by an officer of the Navy, for the purpose of 
bringing her to New York for trial; but she was compelled 
| by stress of weather to put into the Island of St. Thomas, 
where she was condemned as unseawoithy. Mr. Helm, 
the consular agent of the United States there, under the 
| orders of the Government, incurred expense to the amount 
| of about $4,850, consequent upon the landing and storing 
the cargo of the vessel, which it is just and proper should 
| be reimbursed to him, and for which an appropriation by 
| Congress is asked. 
I take this occasion to remark that the want of an appro- 
| priation to meet necessary expenses attendant upon the 
| execution of the neutrality act of April 20, 1818, has long 
| been felt as one of the principal causes of the inefficiency 
of that act, of which complaint is occasionally made by 
foreign Powers. " 

An appropriation of $10,000 for that purpose is accord- 
ingly requested, to be expended under the direction of the 
1 President, pursuant to the third section of the act of Con- 

gress of May 1, 1810, entitled “ An act fixing the eompen- 


the heads of Departments ask for larger addi- |} sation of public ministers and consuls residing on the Coast 


tions to the force than we were willing to give. 

We give them one apiece, and restore one or two 

who have been dropped. a 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER. I offer another Amendment 
from the Committee on Finance: . 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the compensa- 
ton of the laborers in the Executive Departments shall be 
$576 per annum, from and after the 30th of June, 1856, in- 
stead of the pay now authprized. by law; and such sum as 
Shall be required to pay the same for the present fiscal year, 
in addition to the provisions for said laborers contained in 
the first section of this act, is hereby appropriated out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
The explanation of that is this: We propose 
to give the laborers what they have been hereto- 
fore receiving under the. Yegular,law, and the 
twenty per cent, allowance. The House struck 
out the twenty per cent. from the laborers in the 
Xecutive nts, but have given it to the 
laborers about the Capitol gro 
Places. These persons in the Departments 
a ht it was unjust and unequal, and it seemed 


us that we should put them on an. equality. |, read the letter of the Secretary of State, asking | 








| of Barbary, and for other purposes.”’ 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. L. MARCY. 


Hon. James M. Mason, Chairman of Committee on For- 
eign Relations, United States Senate. 
They. are independent propositions. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MASON. I am irstraeted by the same 
committee to offer the following amendment, to 
come next in order after the one just adopted: 

For compensation to surgeons at Panama for care and 
professional attendance on citizens of the United States 
who were wounded during the riots at Panama on or about 
the 15th day of April last, as certified te the Department of 
State by Thomas W. Ward, consul of the United States at 
that place, $1,000, to be expended under the direction of the 


Secretary of State. 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not understand this to 
be pay for seamen, and I do not believe we have 
paid the expenses of any other citizens than sea- 








I think. 
Mr. MASON. Perhaps it, would be well to 


I am instructed by the Com- | 


Mr. HUNTER. That is an item, I think, | 


miscellaneous bill passed by the House. The | 


———— —— 


It is in the following 


| for the appropriation. 
words : 
DeraRTMENT oF Strate, 
Wasnrneton, August 2, 1856, 
Sim: I transmit a copy of a letter of the 18th July, 1856, 
and of the papers by which it was accompanied, addressed 
to this Department by Thomas William Ward, Esq., the 
consul of the United States at Panama, and recommend 
|| that an appropriation of $1,060 be made for paying the 
| Physicians? bills to which it refers. The assault upon citi- 
| zens of the United States at Panama on the I5th of ‘April 
fast is a matter of public notoriety. Although the Govern- 
| ment of New Granada will ultimately be held accountable 
|} for the consequences of that assault, and would be expected 
‘ to reimburse to this Government the amount of the bills 
| referred to, it seems to be proper that, meanwhile, the medi- 
cal gentlemen who rendered their services on the occasion 
|} should be remunerated for them without any delay which 
|} ean be avoided. 
| I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
i} W. L. MARCY. 
|; Hon. James M. Mason, Chairmanof Committee on Foreign 
1] Relations, United States Senate. . 
Now, whether this is a new principle or not, [ 
} should hold that, in a foreign country, where a 
large number of American citizens, who were 
passing from one part of the United States to an- 
other, were assailed, as they were in this instance, 
| not only by a mob, but a mob instigated by the 
|| authorities of the Government of the place, as 
was apparent, and were mutilated, wounded, and 
| many of them killed, to withhold a compensation 
to the surgeons who rendered them efficient med- 
|| ical assistance, as the consul’s certificate shows, 
would be to place our citizens in very imminent 
| peril abroad, and discourage all abroad from going 
| to tlieir aid. ‘This sum is but $1,000 to be paid 
| to the surgeons who attended them for several 
| weeks. 
|| Mr. WELLER. It was certainly the duty of 
|| the consul of the United States at Panama to 
'!make this provision for these men, who were 
! . 
|| countrymen of his, and some of whom had been 
\| horribly mutilated by the authorities at Panama. 
|| These surgeons, as’ I understand, were called 
|}upon by the American consul, whose duty, as | 
|, remarked before, it was to take care of these 
|, wounded countrymen of his. The only.appro- 





— asked for is but $1,000, which certainly 
should think my friend from Virginia would be 
willing to agree to, no matter whether there be 
} precedent for it or not, to pay the bill of these 
surgeons who rendered important duty to our 
countrymen. wounded at that place. 

|| Mr. HUNTER. We have never yet appro- 
|| priated for any but seamen; but when we begin 
|| with this where shall we stop? If an American 
|| is injured by the improper conduct of a foreigner 
| abroad, is he to go to the consul and hayé medical 
|| attendance at the expense of the United States 
| Government? I do not see how wean diserim- 
|| inate. 

Mr. WELLER. Let me ask my friend from 
Virginia if he would have justified the consul in 
refusing to render any medical assistance to these 

| countrymen of his who were there? Would he 
| have had the American congul fold his arm# and 
| suffer his wounded countrymen to die? 

Mr. HUNTER. The consul had a perfect 
right to do with his own money as he pleased. I 
am speaking now in regard to the money of the 
Government. I know of no instance in which 
,» we have so far departed from the principle of pro- 
\ viding only for seamen injured abroad, as to use 
|| the public. money in order to prooure medical 
|| attendance for other citizens. [tis a very good 
| ground of claim against the Government of New 
| Granada. As to the amount, I know it is small. 
| 1 should like very well to be able to vote for it, 

but I think it invélves a principle. 

Mr. MALLORY. I shall vote for this appro- 

| priation; but I agree with the Senator from Vir- 
gna (Mr. Hunter] entirely. The consul at 

anama, like the consul at. eyery other foreign 

| port, has no right whatever to incur any expense 
or a passenger in passing through that country. 
An analogous case occurred at Havana in regard 
to the American, prisoners under Lopez. The 
consul was blamed for withholding assistance 

from them. He gaveall the individual assistance 

bin his power, but the Government hafi furnished 
| him with no. means of providing for such a con- 
| tingency, and it does not in any case. The con- 
anama, of course, as would our other 


' 











| sul at 


unds and in other |; men abroad. It is establishing a new principle, } consyls abroad, rendered every assistance in his 


power on this oceasion; and if he had not done 
ie he would have been blamed by the newspa- 
pers all over the country, and would haye been 
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denounced. He did it out of his own private 


of the claims by his Government. 
It is he who presents himself here, having 


done this act of mercy, asking to be reimburse | 


by his Government for the money he paid out. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MASON. A bill was reported from the 
Committee on Foreign Relations at an early day 
in the session, which has not been acted upon, 
but which refers to the Department of State, and 
I ask to offer itas an amendment to the present 
bill: 

To enable the Secretary to pay to the clerks in his office, 
of class 4, the same compensation as was paid to the same 
class in other Executive Departments, from Ist July, 1853 
to 30th June, 1855, inclusive, the sum of $2,178 76 be, and 
the same is hereby, appropriated out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


It seems to have happened, either by inadvert- | 
ence or omission, that the clerks of that class in | 
the Department of State were not placed on the | 
same footing with the clerks of the same class in | 
the other Departments. 

Mr. HUNTER. This provision was put in 
the deficiency bill by the Senate and stricken out 
by the House, and lost in the committee of con- | 
ference. The House were unwilling to allow it. | 
They have looked to it as legislation, and they 
have opposed this and all legislation on the ap- 
propriation bill except some of a certain descrip- | 
tion, to which I will not now refer. 

Mr. MASON. Whz2n stricken out? 

Mr. HUNTER. On the deficiency bill this 
session. 

Mr. MASON. It may not have been consid- 
ered as oro toadeficiency bill. Itis not 
properly a deficiency. It is only to equalize the 
clerks of the same grade in the different Depart- 
ments. 

Mr. ADAMS. The objection made by the 
House, | think, cannot possibly obtain to this 
amendment. The original bill, fixing the com- 
pensation of clerks, was intended to cover the | 
clerks in the State Department. I recollect that 
the Senator from Delaware, [Mr.Ciayton,] when 
I had charge of that bill, appealed to me to know 
if I considered that they were embraced. I did 


consider that the bill was broad enough to cover | 


them; but the Departments determined that they 
were not enibraced; and they were defeated in 
their equal compensation with other clerks by a 
construction of the Departments. It is, there- 





fore, not a new appropriation, but an existing | 


liability, from the time of the —- of that act. | 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MASON. I have but one remaining | 
amendment from the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. The Secretary of State addressed a letter, 
on the 5th of this month, to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, bringing to their notice that a 
distinguished German geographer had brought 
from Europe, where he had been collecting them | 
for five or six years, a great number—several 
hundred, [ think—of the early maps of the two 
continents of America, and the islands, com- 
mencing as early as 1500, which he had obtained 
in the repositories of the different countries in 
Europe—chiefly in Spain, England,and France— 
with great labor and expense’to himself. Con- 
sidering that this country was the proper repos- 
itory for preparations of that description, they 
were brought to the notice of the Secretary of 
State, and the Secretary has addressed to the 
committee this letter: 


DepaRTMeNr oF State, 
Wasnineton, 4ugust 5, 1856. 

Sir: Mr. Kohl, a distinguished German geographer, has 
prepared, with much care and vast labor, copies of all the 
maps known to be in existence, relating to the American 
continent, and he purposes, under the direction of this De- 
partment, to furnish copies of them for a very reasonable 
compensation ; and I recommend the matter to your favor- 
able consideration. 

By the aid of two persons, at a salary not greater than 
two thousand dollars per annum, for each, Mr. Kohl thinks 
he could prepare the copies in one year; but, however this 
may be, it would be a judicious expenditure of money to 
ete such fair terms, ~» valuable collection of maps. 

wou erefore at an appropriation of 
be made for the of enabling the ent of 
State to procure copies of Dr. Kohi’s collection of maps, 
ne to America. , 

ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 
™ W. L. MARCY. 
Hon. James M. Mason, Ciairman Committee on Foreign 
Relations, United States Senute. 


The committee recommend the appropriation. 
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' ly would say further, that I examined a number 
funds, and incurred the hazard of the rejection || 


of these maps, as did an honorable Senator, a 


|| member of the committee, from the State of New 


York, (Mr. Fisu,] and we were deeply impressed 
with the successful diligence of the collector, and 
for their probable value, not only for the Pe oses 
of history and geography, but very probably for 
solving some questions of political boundary 
upon our continent, as well as upon the continent 
of South America. There is a small appropria- 
tion required, and I am satisfied it will produce 
favorable results. The amendment is: 


To enable the Secretary of State to procure copies of Dr. 
Kohl’s maps of the continents and lands of America, the 
sum of $6,000, which shall be expended under the direction 
of the Secretary of State in such manner as he may deem 
best for that object. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BROWN. Iam instructed by the Com- 
taittee on the District of Columbia to propose the 
following amendment, as a separate section: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the pay of the 
marines in the service of the United States who compose 
the corps of musicians known as the marine band, stationed 
atthe Navy Yard in Washington city, be, and the same is 
hereby, increased at the rate of four dollars per month, 
commercing on the Ist of May last, to continue as long as 
they shall perform, by order of the Secretary of the Navy or 
other superior officer, on the Capitol ground and President’s 
ground. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SEWARD. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to offer the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the first section: 

To J: Hosford Smith, late consul at Beirut, as an addi- 


tion to the salary already paid him for services from July 
1, 1853, to July 1, 1854, $1,500. 


Mr. HUNTER. I should like to hear an ex- 
planation of that. ° 

Mr.SEWARD. The explanation will be found 
in a letter from the Secretary of State, addressed 
to the chairman of the Committee on Commerce, 
under date of July 29, 1856: 


‘I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 23d instant, inclosing a petition, with 
papers accompanying it, of J. Hosford Smith, for additional 
compensation for his services as United States consul at 
Beirit, from July 1, 1850, to July 1, 1854. 

‘*In reply to your request for the opinion of the Depart- 
ment, as to ‘ what, if any, compensation should he receive 
for his services as set forth in bis petition,’ [ have the honor 
to state that Mr. Smith entered upon his duties of the con- 
sulate, at Beirfit, on the Ist of July, 1850, and continued to 
discharge them, with entire faithfulness, till the arrival of 
his successor on the Ist of January, 1855. 

“At the time of his appointment, the compensation of the 
consul was limited to an annual salary of $500, and to the 
fees which he might receive for the performance of official 
services; to which wag also added the privilege of doing 
business. 

“This was doubtless regarded as an important consider- 
ation in accepting the office, as Mr. Smith states, that ‘in 
June, 1849, he went out to Syria in the first American mer- 
chant vessel visiting that country, and opened a valuable 
trade between Syria and the United States, which amounted 
in imports, up to the end of the year 1855, to about $700,000, 
and has paid into the Treasury of the United States in duties, 
chiefly on wool, nearly $200,000, besides providing a mar- 
ket for aconsiderable quantity of American manufactures,” 

* * * & paying from his own operations about $70,000 
of the said $200,000. : 

*‘In consequence of the war which arose between Tur- 
key and Russia, his subsequent recall by the Executive, and 
other unavuidable circumstances, Mr. Smith failed to secure 
for himself any ‘pecuniary benefit from his commercial op- 
erations. In view of these facts, and in consideration of 
the official duties rendered by him, he desires to be reim- 
bursed for the loss which he alleges he has sustained in his 
official position ; which amounted, as it would appear from 
his statement, to about two thousand five hundred dollars 
perannum. By reference to the letter of Mr. Webster to 
the chairman of the Committee on Commerce, United 
States Senate, under date of 13th February, 1851, and tomy 
communication to the same committee, under date of July 
14, 1854, you will be made acquainted with the reasons 
which influenced my two immediate predecessors, Mr. 
Webster and Mr. Everett, to senpeenpend the raising of the 
consulate to the grade of a consulate general, and also my 
own views in reference to the increase of the salary. 

* The recommendation which I then made, that the salary 
allowed for the consulate be increased to $2,000, com- 
mencing with the lst of July, 1853, received the approba- 
tion of the Senate, and was adopted, on their part, without 
objection. It was modified, however, in the House so as 
to fix the period of its commencement at the Ist of July, 
1854, and in this form it finally passed Congress. The De- 
partment is still of opinion, in view of all the circumstances 
of the case, that it would be proper that the increased rate 
of compensation should commence with the Ist of July, 
1853, and accordingly recommends that an appropriation be 
made for that purpose.’’ 

This appropriation is just that sum. 

Mr. H ER. The House cut it out because 
it regarded any compensation for past services 
asin the nature of a private claim. You can 
ratse a salary in an appropriation bill, but it has 
not been the habit to pay for past services on 


August 1], 


——=_=_——_ 
these bills. They are private claims, and ite, 
to me this amendment comes within the rule 
any rate, if you were to determine to put it on 
appropriation bill, it ought to go in the Misce| 
neous bill, and not on this. e are endeayo > 
to keep this bill as clear as possible from’ 
thing except that which relates to the legisla; ; 
executive, and judicial department. This bill 
confined to these three departments; miscelj. 
neous objects are provided for in another bill. 
Mr. SEWARD. This bill provides for galas; 
for interpreters and guards, and other eXpen : 
for this very consulate at Beirat. Therefore 1. 
Committee on Commerce thought this the pro : 
bill to add it to. It is simply to pay thig oa 
man a sum as consul, for services alread ion, 
dered, which the Department recommende ayer 
ago, and the Senate adopted, but the Hous 
struck it out. It seems to me just. 
Mr. HUNTER. It is a sort of claim s, 
damages. It is supposed he has lost ¢2,59), 
year during a certain period, and it is now proe 
ne on an appropriation bill, on an estimate of 
is losses, to compensate him therefor, Thy; 
ought to be the subject of a private bill, or at any 
rate, if it goes on anyappropriation bill, it shoulj 
be on the miscellaneous bill, and not on this, 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor) 
Does the gentleman from Virginia raise the ques. 
tion on the reception of the amendment under th, 


rule? 

Mr. HUNTER. I do. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The questio, 
is for the Senate to decide, and not the Chair. |; 
is a question whether this is a private claim. 

Mr. HUNTER. I am willing to leave it t 
the Chair, and not appeal from the decision, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair, 
under the precedents of last session, and the ss. 
sion before, receiving several amendments of this 
character, will decide in pursuance of these a. 
thorities that it is in order. The question is 
agreeing to the amendment. 

On the question being taken, there appeare/ 
not to be a quorum voting, and 

Mr. STUART called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the yeas and ny 
will not be called for. Let it go. I will call fr 
them on this question when the bill is reported 
the’Senate. 

Mr. STUART.” Very well. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BUTLER. On the part of the Judiciary 
Committee I offer the following amendment, to 
come in after the appropriations for salaries of 
the judges of this District: 

And from and after the 30th of June, 1856, the salary of 
the chief justice of the circuit court of the United Suis 
for the District of Columbia shall be $3,750 per annum, and 
the salaries of the associate justices, and judge of the crin- 
inal court of said District, $2,500 per annum, to be pail 
quarterly, and the salary of the judge of the orphans’ court 
of the District of Columbia shall hereafter be $2,500 per 
annum, payable quarterly. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will state to the Senator 
from South Carolina that, during this session, 
with a single exception, the House has invariably 
stricken off all such provisions of legislation. 
Besides that, I am not disposed to raise the st 
aries of the judges in this District; but it will be 
for the Senate to determine in regard to that. | 
am sure the House will consider it as legislation, 
and strike it off. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. HALE. I have an amendment to offerto 
the clause providing for the salary of these judges. 


«It is to strike out ‘* judge of the criminal court,’ 


and to reduce the appropriation from $11,700 ‘ 
$9;200. The object of my amendment is to strike 
out the salary of the criminal judge on the ground 
that there is no such adniinistration of law here, 
and [ am not willing to pay anything for it. ask 
for the yeas and nays on the amendment. 

Several Senators. Read it. ‘ 

Mr. BUTLER. It is hardly worth while 
read the amendment. It is to separate the crim 
inal judge, and strike him out. I shall make n0 
reply. l-.only ask that the vote be taken. 

Mr ALLEN. Let the amendment be read. 

Yt Secre read the —— 

he nays were ordered. 
Mr. CASS. I would like to understand wh! 
this amendment is 

Mr. BUTLER.. I will explain to my honor 
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able friend what I suppose the amendment is. 
even thousand seven hundred dollars is now 
Blewpropriation in the bill for salaries of the 
- dees of the District of Columbia, including the 
hief justice and associate justices, and also in- 
cud ¢ the criminal juice. The object of the 
 mendment is to withdraw the sal of the crim- 
nal judge, and let him be a judge without getting 
oney:- 

rhe question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 5, nays 33; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Durkee, Hale, Harlan, Seward, and 
Wateys_—-Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Biggs, 
prodhead, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Dodge, Fessenden, 
Foot, Foster, Geyer, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, Mallory, 
Mason, Pearce, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, a Stu- 
it, Thomson of New Jersey, ‘Toombs, Trumbull, Weller, 
Wright, and Yulee—33. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. TOOMBS. [ have an amendment from 
the Committee on the wr to strike out 
“$4,500,” and insert ‘* $6,000,”’ for the salary of 
the circuit judge in California. ‘The salary of | 
the circuit judge of California is now $4,500. It 
was put on the same basis with the associate 
judges ofthe Supreme Court of the United States, 
who received $4,500 when the office was created. 
Subsequently they were raised. The circuit judge 
has less salary than his own district judges. The 
salary of the district judge of northern Cali- 
fornia is $5,000, and the circuit judge is paid but 
$4,500. The Committee on the Judiciary have 
directed me to move to raise the salary to $6,000, | 
which is $500 less than the salary of a judge of 
the Supreme Court. 

Mr. PUGH. Theamendment was reduced to 
form by the clerk of the committee, with an addi- 
tion for the salary of the judge of the southern 
district. It is here, and I should like to know 
whether the Senator will accept it? © 

Mr. TOOMBS. Certainly. It is to increase 
the salary of the judge of the southern district 
of California from $3,000 to $4,000. The busi- 
ness there is greatly increased. I intended to put 
it in another place, but I will accept the proposi- 
tion of my friend from Ohio. 

Mr. PUGH. The amendment is to strike 
out— 

For the salary of the circuit judge in California, $4,500 ; 
and insert, 

For compensation of the judge of the circuit court for 
California, $6,000, and for the compensation of the judge of 
the district court for the southern district of California, 
$4,000; and the salary of the said judges shall be at these 
rates respectively for the present fiscal year, and annually 
thereafter.” 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 will ask from what that 
proposes to raise the salary ? 

Mr. PUGH. From $3,000 to $4,000. Itdoes 
not alter the salary of the judge of the northern 
district at all, but raises the salary of the judge 
of the southern district, so that it will still be less 
than the northern district. 

Mr. TOOMBS. That was the decision of the 
committee, ° 

_Mr. FESSENDEN. I am in favor of the propo- 
sition made by the Senator from Georgia; but 
with regard to the other I want a little informa- 
tion. First, I wish to inquire whether we did 
not constitute this district at the last Congress, 
= whether the salary was not fixed at that 

ime? 

Mr. TOOMBS. No, sir; it has been fixed for 
several years—four or five or six years. 

Mr. SEWARD. Five years. 

_Mr. TOOMBS. They were divided into two 
districts at once. ’ 

Mr.FESSENDEN. I had animpression that 
that district was made at the last Congress. 

Mr. WELLER. My impression is, that the 
salary of the judge of the northern district was 
fixed at $3,500 at first, and two years ago it was 
increased to $5,000, at which it now stands. The 
salary of the judge of the southern district was 
fixed in the first place, I think, at $2,750. 

.Mr. FESSENDEN. When was California 
divided into two districts? 

Mr. WELLER. At the beginning, at the 
Organization of the judiciary, on the admission 
of the State. 

Mr.FESSENDEN. [I have no objection then. 

Mr. WELLER. I should like to move an in- 
crease of the compensation of the judge of the 
southern distriet. I see that it is placed at $4,000. 




































The'salary of the judge of the northern district is || 
$5,000. 
district ought to be some lessthan the north- || 
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Mr. TOOMBS. I desire to offer this amend- 


e salary of the judge of the southern |! ment from the Committee on the Judiciary: 


And that from and after the 30th of June, 1856, the 


ern district; and, if it bein order, I move to strike |! salary of the chief justice of the circuit court of the United 
out “$4,000”? and insert “ae.” Theexpenses || States for the District of Columbia shall be $3,750 per an- 


of living in the southern district are as greatas in || 
the northern district. There are some five hundred |! 


and fifty land cases in the southern district out || orphans’ court shall hereafter be $2 


|} num, and the salary of the associate justices, and judge 


of the criminal court of said District, $3,500 per annum, 
to be. paid quarterly, and the sal of the judge of the 
per annum, payable 


of over eight hundred passed on by the board of || (™@rterly. 


commissioners. As a matter of course, the labors | 
of that officer, until these cases be disposed of, 
will be immense. After they shall have been dis- || 
posed of, there will be a small business in that | 
court compared with the northern district; but 
yet, looking to the expenses of living, and believ- 


ing the design of those salaries is to enable a || 
judge to live respectably, he cannot accomplish || ( 
| certainty that some one, after what had passed, 


that on less than $4,500; and for that reason I 
have made this motion. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope the Senate will not 
concur in the amendment of the Senator from 
California. The Committee on the Judiciary 
looked very fully into this question. The great 
body of business must arise in the Federal court 
in the northern district of California. It is true 
that at present there is considerable business, 


rowing out of the land claims, in the southern || 


istrict; but that is temporary. This office is | 
for life. The judge has had $3,000, and it is pro- 
posed to raise him to $4,000, as a permanent sal- 


| 


Mr. FESSENDEN, and others. That has 


Mr. BUTLER. I handed it to my friend from 
Georgia. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Of course I have no right to 
offer it now, if it has been rejected. 

Mr. BUTLER. I put it in the hands of my 
friend, who had charge of this matter, with a 


| been 4 


| would do justice by moving a reconsideration of 
| the former vote on this amendment. I hope some 
| one will move a reconsideration. 


Mr. WELLER. I make a motion to recon- 
sider, as I voted with the majority. 

Mr. HUNTER. It cannot be reconsidered in 
Committee of the Whole. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The same 
amendment can be offered when the bill shall be 
reported to the Senate. 


Mr. TOCMBS. I withdraw it. It can be 


| offered in the Senate; and I give notice that 1 





ary. Probably that should be allowed; but to 
go on the idea that, because there are some land 
cases there now, you must make a judge for life, 
at a high salary, the committee deemed to be a 
wréhg principle. We know that, in the eastern 
eo of the country, on the Atlantic—and it will 

e the same thing on the Pacific —the great 
amount of the buSiness of the district is at the 
commercial towns. So in California: as long as 





San Francisco is the commercial emporium on |! 


the Pacific, the largest amount of the regular 
business of the court will be there; and it seems, 
so far, to have been ordinarily the most expens- 
ive place of living. If it is not now it will be, 
because the southern part of California is chiefly 
agricultural, and I think a $4,000 salary there is 
fully equal to a $5,000 in the northern district. 
I do not think the accidental circumstance of 
there being a particular class of cases there, which 
may be struck off even during this Congress by 
some mode of adjustment, ought to induce us to 
fix a permanent high salary. 


shall offer it there. 


Mr. WELLER. I desire to move an amend- 
ment as an additional section: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That in addition to 
the nine supervising inspectors, the appointment of which 
is authorized by the eighteenth section of the act of 30th 
August, 1852, one other of like qualifications shall be ap- 
pointed by the President, by and with the advice and con- 
| sent of the Senate, for the Pacific coast of the United 
| States: Provided, That this additional supervising inspector 
shall not be under obligation to attend the meetings of the 
board oftener than once in three years, but shall in the 
intervals thereof communicate therewith in writing, and in 

all his official acts and proceedings shall be governed by 
| Snell rules and regulations as may be from time to time 
| established by said board ; and a certified copy of such rules 
| and regulations, and all their proceedings, shall be forwarded 
| to him by the secretary of the said board. The compensa- 
| tion of such supervising inspector for the Pacific coast 
shall be $3,000 per annum. 


Mr. HUNTER. That seems to me to be legis- 
lation. I do not know how the Senator from 
California can provide for this object without 
legislation. Ido not think it is appropriate in 
this bill. 





Mr. HUNTER. I am opposed to raising 
these salaries now, and on this bill. 1 think the 


Mr. WELLER. There is an appropriation in 





reason that originally existed in favor of creating 
the great difference which has been made in favor 
of California does not now exist to the same 
extent. There is not so much difference in the 
rates of living and labor as there used to be; and 


this bill ‘* for salary of nine supervising and fifty 
local inspectors.’ My proposition ie to increase 
the number of supervisors. This attempt is to 
have one for the Pacific.* I shall afterwards pro- 
ose two local inspectors for Washington and 
regon Territories. The necessity for this must 





yet we are raising these salaries beyond what 
they were originally when there was a greater 
difference between prices of living in that State 
and other States. If you raise these salaries, [ 
think it would be but equity, instead of refusing 
to agree to the proposition of the Senator from 
‘South Carolina, to raise the salaries of the judges 
in this district, to adopt it. Their salaries are 
certainly as much entitled to be raised as those in 
California, and I think it will be found that we 
shall have many other demands made on us for 
an increase of salary. 

Mr. WELLER. I desire to remark that at 
the proper time I shall move to reconsider the 
vote on the proposition of my friend from South 
Carolina. I do not believe the Senate, on reflec- 
tion, will vote that down, because every one will 
see the necessity of increasing the compensation 
of the judges here in the District of Columbia, 
which has become one of the most expensive 

laces of living on this side of the continent. I 
Sew of no district in California where a State 
judge is paid less than $4,500, and in the southern 

rt of the State that is their exact salary. I be- 

ieve in the northern, the most populous part of 
the State, the salary of the district judges of our 
State court is $7,000. You propose to fix the 
compensation of the circuit judge of the United 
States at $1,000 less than what is paid to State 
judges of the grade of a district judge. My 
oe is simply to put the district judge of 
the United States court in the southern district 
on an equal footing with the State judges. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The amendment of Mr. Pucn was agreed to. 


be apparent to the Senate. There are certain 
steamboats navigating Puget Sound and the Co- 
lumbia river which are not calculated for navi- 
gating the ocean. Therefore they cannot go down 
to San Francisco for the purpose of having their 
boilers inspected as the law requires. I desire 
now to have one supervising inspector upon the 
Pacific, and then two local inspectors for Oregon 
and Washington Territories. It is utterly im- 
| possible for these local inspectors to go to the 
| city of New Orleans for the purpose of a 
with the supervising inspector; and it is to avoi 
that difficulty that this proposition has been made. 
There was a bill introduced by the Senator from 
Maine, (Mr. Hamusiy,! which came from the De- 
partment, containing the very provision I have 
cut out and sentto the Chair. He seems to have 
abandoned that bill, and gone home to engage in 
other business. As thereis no hope for the pas- 
sage of that bill, and there is a pressing necessity 
for a supervising inspector on the Pacific coast, I 
have felt it my duty to offer it as an amendment 
to this bill. I think it is strictly in order. 

Mr. HUNTER. The provision forinspectors, 
to which the Senator from California referred , is 
to carry out an existing law. In order to add to 
them, it is necessary to change the law. This 
may be very necessary legislation, but there are 
a thousand things as necessary, some of which I 
would be very glad to accomplish on this bill, if 
I could; batt thew the House have opposed, and 
have a right to oppose, legislation on this bill. 
Indeed, I think this is not the place for it, but I 
raise the point, and leave the Senate to determine 
it. 
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~ proceedings of the Senate, and insert ‘* $10,400,” 
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Mr. WELLER. _L thipk it is too late for the 
House of Representatives to objec to legislation, 
when they voted to put on themselves matter 
which we have been compelled to strike out. 
With what sort of face can they come in and say, 
this is legislation? It simply provides for the 
addition of one supervising mspector. The Sen- 
ator from Virginia concedes that there is appar- 
ently, to him, a necessity for an increase of the 


number; and I trust the Senate, seeing the neces- 


sity of it, will not refuse it because it may be 
regarded as legislation. 
Ihe amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WELLER. I desire to offer another 


amendment connected with the same subject, 


|| amendment Is on page 3, at line fifty-one. 


which provides for the appointmentof two local | 


inspectors for Washington and Oregon Territo- 
ries; 


Sec. —. Jind beit further enacted, That, in addition to the 
local insperetors for the collection districts named in the 
ninth section of the act to which this is an amendment, 
there shall be a board of local inspectors for the district of 
Oregon City, in the Territory of Oregon. Such inspectors 
shall be appointed in the same manner, with like qualifica- 
tions and powers, and shall discharge the same dutics as 
are required of the local inspectors now holding appouit- 
ments under the said act. ‘The compensation of said in- 
spectors shall be $1,500 each. 


Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senator from || 


California will not press this amendment. He 
has got one for California. The expenses of 
these Territories are very large, and there must 
be very few boats there to need an inspector— 
erhaps not more than one in each Territory. 

Ve are multiplying offices for nothing. 

Mr. WELLER. I am very sorry that my 
friend has not more accurate information in 
regard to the amount of commerce of Columbia 
river and Puget Sound. There are some eight 
or ten boats navigating the sound and river, and | 
it is utterly impossible for them to go down to 
San Francisco, because, as | said before, they 
have been built for the sound and river, and 
cannot navigate the ocean. How can they be 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| each of its reporters. 
| for them, does not provide for the Senate report- | 


'ers. This is only to make the reporters of the || 
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The yeas and nays were ordered. li we are placed in reference to the approprias,, 
Mr. MASON. ene in this bill, at page 6, |) bills are to be remedied. According mln 


line one hundred and twenty-one: 


For reporting and publishing the proceedings of the 
House of Representatives, including the usual additional 


| compensation to the reporters of the House for the present 


session, #800 each, $20,420. 

Now, in looking over the bill, 1 am not able to 
know whether this provision is not already con- 
tained in it. 

Mr. SEWARD. The honorable Senator will 
find that the place where I propose to make this 
i j That 
contains an appropriation of $8,000 for reporting 
the proceedings of the Senate. I propose to add to 
that a provision for $800 to each of the report- 
ers. At page 6, to which the honorable Senator 


from Virginia has referred, he will find that the. | 


House has inserted a provision paying $800 to 
The bill, while providing 


| Senate equal to the reporters of the House. They 


have worked very hard, and are entitled to it. 
Mr. CLAYTON. 


| from Virginia, that this is a motion similar to one 


which I made at the last session, as an amend- 
ment to the civil and diplomatic appropriation 


bill, to put the Senate reporters on the same foun- | 


dation with the reporters of the House. 
places them on precisely the same footing, and I 
suppose there can be no doubt of the propriety 


| of that 


| Senate. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. It seems to me that we 
must strike out the $4,800, or insert the §2,400 
proposed by the Senator from New York. If the 
reporters of the House have this compensation 
given to them, certainly wg should extend the 
same measure of justice to the reporters of the 
We must either strike out the one pro- 


vision, and let all stand on their contracts with 


| ion. 


inspected at all? I stand here, unfortunately, the || 


sole representative of the Pacific coast, and I feel 
myself under obligation to look after the interests 
of my neighbours of the north, Washington and 
Oregon Territories. ‘This simply provides for the | 
appointment of a local inspector for each of these | 
Territories. 

Mr. SEWARD. I think the last amendment 
involved precisely the same principle as_ this. 
This is necessary to carry out what was done | 
before. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD. I beg leave to offer the fol- 
lowing amendment, tostrike out ‘* $8,000 ”’ in the 
clause making an appropriation for reporting the 


and before the amount insert ‘including the 


usual extra sompepention to the reperters of the || 


Senate, $800 each;’’ so that the clause will read: 


For reporting proceedings, including the usual extra 
compensation to the reporters of the Senate, $800 each, | 
$10,400. 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not understand this. | 
We have in the bill all that is estimated. How | 
is it proposed to add this sum? 

Mr. SEWARD. The Senate has usually paid | 
to its reporters, of whom there are now only 
three, an extra compensation of $800 each, and 
this isan amendment Which is not included in 
the estimate. It is an amendment to give. the 
reporters this session what has been given them 
heretofore by the same bill, an extra compensa- 
tion of $800 each. To do this it is necessary to 
increase the appropriation from $8,000 to $10,400. 

Mr. HUNTER. What is the $8,000 for? 

Mr. SEWARD. For reporting. 

Mr.. HUNTER. That is the regular price. 
Why give the $800? 

¥ r, SEWARD. The $800 has usually been | 
ud. 

Mr. HUNTER. If so, it has been done, I | 








their employer, or else we must insert this provis- 
It is evident that the reporters of the Senate 
are not in this bill now; and if this provision be 


not made, the House reporters will be paid more | 


than the Senate reporters. 

Mr. HUNTER. We employ Mr. Rives to 
report for us, and give hima certain rate. The 
$500 now proposed is an extra allowance. We 


} are not bound to pay his reporters anything by 


'| way of gratuity. 


Ithas been voted heretofore by 
a resolution out of the contingent fund, and not 
put in an appropriation bill. 

Mr. SEWARD. The honorable Senator will 


| find that the House has made such a provision 


for its reporters in this very bill. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


other provisions which are not usual. 


Mr. SEWARD. But the honorable Senator 
has not proposed to strike out the provision for 
the House reporters. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I desire to ask the chair- 


| man of the Committee on Finance whether the 
| sum of $8,000 in this clause is to carry out our 








suppose, by, resolution, when the Senate were || 
compensating everybody. I think it has never | 


been in an. appropriation bill before. If the two | 
Houses choose to give extra compensation, they | 
ought to do it out of their contingent fund, by a 
special resolution. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope the Senate will take 
care of the re 


on the amendment. 


| 


Mr. BAYARD. Pask for. the yeas and nays | 


contract with Mr. Rives for reporting? 

Mr. HUNTER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It has‘no reference to 
anybody except to Mr. Rives? 

Mr. HUNTER. That is all. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. And thisis a proposition 
to pay $800 to each of the reporters. 1 ea in 
favor of that, and hope it will be agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD. On page 6, line one hun- 
dred and twenty-one of the bill, is this provision: 

“For reporting and publishing the proceedings of the 
House of Representatives, including the usual additional 
compensation to the reporters of the House for the present 


session, $2800 each—$20,420.” 

My amendment is to make a similar appropria- 
tion for the same items for the Senate, including 
the extra compensation to the reporters. 

Mr. STUART. The Senate decided at. the 
last session to put the reporters of the Senate on 
the same footing with those of the House of 
Representatives. I think it is right, and [am 
prepared to vote for it. Now, I wish to suggest 
to the chairman of the committee that it seems 
to me to be. much more appropriate to provide for 
this in the general appropriation bill, than to pay 
the money by a resolution out of the contingent 


| fund. As between the two modes of. payatit, 
0 


I prefer this, and shall cheerfully vote for it. 
Mr. MASON. I have been forp¢ome years in 

the Senate, and I am ata loss to know how the 

inconveniences and disadvantages under which 


I want to say to my friend | 


This | 


The House put in some | 


August 1] 





lection, my honorable colleague, — Fay Tecol. 
head of the Committee on Finance, at ae 
|| Stage of this session, offered a resolution wy 
|| | think, was adopted, making it inc nen 


: umbent a 
|| committee of the Senate to report the i 
ap. 


|| propriation bills at an early period of the Sesaio, 
|| if they were not sent tous from the cap 
| Representatives. 1 thought it was a yer Pe 
‘| and prudent thing to doso. What came ofl se 
| not recollect, but here we now stand thys: ite 
| appropriation bill, which contains a great mass of 

the ordinary peas for the support - of 
Government, after a session of more than ea, 
months, is sent to us on the 7th of Aueust and 
we are to adjourn on the 18th. 0 not kn : 
|| how it was with other Senators, but | oo 
|| relation to myself that I never saw the bil] . 

had no means of seeing it, until this morning 
When I came into the Senate to-day it was no: ,, 
my table. 1 learned that it was printed, but not 
distributed, and I sent a messenger to get me a 


copy of it. 

This is the way in which the Senate of th. 
United States is required to pass upon the appro. 
| priations for the support of the Governmen: 
Now what do we find? Here is & proposition 
|| to appropriate a very small sum as additi 


> nal 
| compensation to the reporters of the Senate, an( 
i 


| a question arises, and nobody is capable to soly. 
| it by information upon which he can gay ¢)p 
|| Senate shall rely, whether the appropriation mad, 
! by the House, to which I have called attention, 
; is not also made by the Senate? 

| Mr. HUNTER. My colleague is mistaken, 
| We have a contract with Mr. Rives for report. 
| ing, and the appropriations in this bill are to pay 
| Mr. Rives. He employs the reporters. It has 
been usual heretofore, as I stated, by resolution, 
| to pay the reporters an extra compensation out 
| of the contingent fund. Now the House has in. 
| troduced this provision, which isa gratuity to the 
reporters, into the appropriation bill; and it is 
'| proposed by the Senator from New York to ip- 
| troduce a similar proposition for compensation to 
the reporters of the Senate. That is the propo- 
sition. 

Mr. MASON. I rely onthat, for my colleague 
doubtless speaks with information derived {yom 
| his position as chairman of the Committee on 
Finance. But how do the rest of us stand here? 
As I said, this bill was not distributed when | 
{| came into the Chamber this morning, and | sent 
}amessenger to get meacopy of it. I find, by 
| looking at it, that it was sent to the Senate on the 
| 7th of August, only four days ago. What pos- 
|| sibility is there for the Senate to know what ap- 

propriations are asked, or what appropriations 
| are made, for the support of Government? 
| 








I advert to this matter only in order to bring 
the attention of the Senate to the condition in 
which we stand in regard to our coérdinate branch 
—worse this session than [ ever knew it before. 
A bill on which the great measures of the Gov- 
ernment ought to be discussed—a bill upon which 

the whole policy of the Government ought to be 

1 discussed—a bill, at least, in which we should 

have an opportunity of knowing what money }s 
| appropriated—is brought to us four days before 

}we are required to act upon it; and it is not 
printed, or given to us, when we assemble here 
for the purpose of acting onit. I donot remem- 
ber what disposition was made of the proposi- 
tion of the chairman of the Committee on Finance 

at the commencement of the session, to which I 
have alluded; but I trust that at future sessions 
we shall have some security; some guarantee, for 
the Government and people, that we shall be 
enabled to legislate understandingly in regard ‘o 
the appropriations for the Government. We 
certainly cannot do so now. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will state to my colleagu’, 
in regard to the proposition to which he has 
referred, that it was left to the discretion of the 
Committee on Finance. We did report some 

| bills, and the Sénate passed them, but they were 
never taken up in the House. ; ch 

Mr. BAYARD. On the explanation whic 
has been given of this amendment offered by the 
honorable Senator from New Yark, that it only 
puts the reporters of the Senate on the same foot 
ing with those of the House, I am disposed ' 
dispense with the call for the yeas and nays. 
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ree SL a = = onlaguenaipanpantiteanees a F 
uainty do not desire to give them less, and am possible ground on which discrimination 
oe ctly willing to allow them the same com- | made, 


Tee, Nee See Seen ae The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. || Now, it is mere evasion for us to say we give 
he yeas and nays. 


pel Mr. SLIDELL, (when his name was called.) || a judge such a salary for so many years, The 
far Le } _ ~, . } . y : . S : > ° : ° 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in | I am satisfied the Senate is not pursuing a proper || case of the district attorney is widely different. 
ho chair.) It wqenes unanimous consent to || course on the subject. 1 voted against the amend- || There is no prohibition there. The object of the 
‘iow the call for the yeas and nays to be with- || mentofthe Senator from New York. Lam pleased || Constitution was to render the judiciary inde- 
“ss The Chair hears no objection. Hl to find that private elaims are to be excluded from || pendent of favors from the legislative department. 





— _—_— _— -— - —- —-——_ > = = 


can be |! times receive for their services a compensation which shall 
not be diminished during their continuance in office.” 








drawn. * : 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SLIDELL. Iam authorized by the Com- | 


en Foreign Relations to present, in the | 


. e i} . . . . 
this bill. I shall vote nay, and am glad to have f we increase their salaries at all, we increase 
had the sense of the Senate decided. || them during the whole period of their service. 

The result was then announced—yeas 5, nays || It is not in our power to reduce afterwards, 

. . ° . ree | e 2 r ’ . ; P : 

il of a separate section, an a »propriation of 34; as follows: : i Mr. BAY AR . The additional labor of which 
«2.610 for Peter Parker, for difference in com- || aa EAS—Messrs. Bigler, Dodge, Foot, Iverson, and Sew- || — eee rom eee speaks as having 
p92". eatin alar oye || been rmposed on the judge of California was a 
pensation between his: salary as stcretary of NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Biggs, || judicial Renato in the xe oe f the ling 
‘cation and chargé d’affaires at Canton; and '| Bright, Brodhead, Butler, Cass, Clayton, Durkee, Fessen- || 4 iediction b » In the exercise of the ordinary 
\.g isin strict conformity with a number of pre- || den, Fitzpatrick, Foster, Geyer, Hale, Harlan, Houston, || JUCIS iction | elonging to the court, If it be so, 
vodents already passed in the Senate. It was || See eer t eats Eaehe naan, Henentings. ae }| on what principle can we give an officer, who 
eegent a . i § art, si Ne erseyv y s r Il, ade . > , incre > 
~s my intention to offer this amendment, or any || Weer Wilson, Wright wa ade, || holds his office during good behavior, increased 
nO ee wimilar character, but it i nisel ° ’ one »* “ge ila compensation, because, temporarily, there ma 

er of a similar character, but it is precisely of ° % ’ | ( c } y 
ho game nature as that reported from the Com- || et Perini, ; desire to move an amend- || be more or less business in his court? Is it not 
the same Ne meer ’ ; 7 ont to the i > ake it confi siti T , 

“ee on Commerce by the Senator from New || ment to the bill in order to make it conform to an || a monstrous proposition? Would it not lead to 


mittee 


n 


‘he Chair decide . || amendment made a few minutes ago in regard to || monstrous legislation? Whenever, by accidental 
York. The Chair decided that amendment to | he i boil on } g 
ght sem I should feel that I was not doing | the inspectors of steam boi lers. There isaclause || circumstances, any judge may have more than 
7 alam. <2) sarlanin are ‘truc. || 2 line nine hundred and fifty-five, ‘‘ for salaries || an ordinary amount of labor thrown on him 

ice to Mr. Parker if, when such a construc- || ‘ed ’ 
swietice i ° < a , : 2 ii . deve tat ~ g rh ° : ay : | 2 : . 
vy was given to the rules of the Senate, and |} of nine supervising and fifty local inspectors.”” || though he holds his office during good behavior, 
eager ebise . € call f; , || | move to make it ‘* ten supervising and fifty-two || and the salary of his office is adjusted, not accord- 

| yanimously without a call for the y i 
assented to ul a er - || local inspectors.’’ Then I move to strike out, i : 
and nays, I refrained from offering this |) : ‘. Ors. € move to strike out, 1n || ing to the mere amount of labor, but the expenses 

yeas U & i} ; » . S S > P | ane e . . . . 
5 line five vundred and fifty-nine, ** $80,000, and |} of living, and a variety of considerations, is he to 
insert ‘** $86,000;”’ so that the clause will read: have an increased salary? The amount fixed 


Mr. HUNTER. The Senator is mistaken. ||“) tee | MLE ot oth et an i 
M easand nays were not called for, because || __F °F Salaries of ten supervising and fifty-two local inspect- \| for a judicial salary should be sufficient to obtain 
The yeas? y re : ~~ {| Ors, appointed under the authority of the act of August 30, || the most competent person for office. The United 
there wasnota quorum. I withdrew the call. |; 1859, for the better protection of the lives of passengers by |! S , d f ent pers hahaa . ; 
Mr. SLIDELL. At any rate the Chair de-), steamboats, with traveling and other expenses incurred by }} * tates judges 10ld during good behavior. I think 
cided the amendment to be in order, and now I }} them, 86,000. | it would be excessively objectionable, unless this 
ii this The amendment was agreed to. | were extra-judicial labor, not in peace of 
ont BS. ‘ . e + - ° . e 
IN . ° + : ctions a dge, or some f outside 0 
Mr. HUNTER. | Then suppose that, instead |’ Mr. WELLER. I desire to offeran amend- || his uties as judge.te tolerate the ‘principle of 
of the vote being taken upon this, we go back to || ment, té come in after the section introduced by } ae fin Vs ee ee ye : P 
theone which makes the sanction for this. It|/ the Senator from.Ohio, in regard to judges in || aa ee ee ee 
sems to be on the authority of one offered by j| California: | “M, "BELL. of Tennessee. I ies atten hua 
the Senator from New York, and laid over be- That there shall “be patd ‘tothe’ district judge of the || on. vou, % sonia wit! “J a Hoff r tl 
cause of there being no quorum. horthern district of the State of California, $2,000 per an- || 27 Y acquaintance with Judge Fiolman, of tne 
Mec SLIDELL. I understood the Senator j| num tor two years, from and after the passage of this act, || northern cae of California, but I have had, 
te ee . = in consideration of extra duties in attending to land cases || from such disinterested and such a variety of 
fom Virginia to say that he simply submitted || ie as gs 8 m sucl sintere: ‘ j 
the question of order to the Drashdent of the Sen- within ee a aalti ; | sources, information as to the extraordinary bur- 
ae, and would take no appeal from the decision. Mr. PUGH. I think, if the Senator will read || den of the duties which have been cast upon him 
The Chair decided the amendment to be in order. the Constitution, he will see that provision cannot || as district judge of northern California, in the 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair || be adopted. If we give $2,000 we are bound to || examination and adjudication of the questions 
merely décided the amendment to be in order || 8!¥@ 1 to him during the whole period of his |} which have been brought up to him from the land 
upon the authority of the case of Mr, Schenck, i office. The limitation becomes void. You cannot || commissioner, that I feel rather an uncommon 
Mr. Pendleton, Mr. Marsh, and others, whose ;| 8'¥¢ him, pas the Constitution, any special |} anxiety that justice shall be done to him. He is 
claims, of similar character, were added to a || emolument. ou must give him a fixed salary. I a man of uncommon merit as a judge, as I have 
laims, ‘ ; 
} 
' 
| 


amendment. 


general appropriation bill last year. Upon the i The Constitution so requires, We have already || learned from every source from which I have de- 
same authority the Chair decided it to be an || given him $9,000; and the Committee on the Ju- || rived information. The whole country have an 
onda iciary thought that was a fair compensation for || unqualified and unlimited confidence in his hon- 
Mr. HUNTER. Let us hear the amendment || }#8 Services, and no attempt was made to disturb | esty, in his industry, in his indefatigable attention 
of the Senator froda Zaouisiana’. it. : hope the Senator will withdraw the amend- || to the business of his pa I es ae 
x . ment. || 1S & proposition to increase his salar y $x 

The Secretary read it, as follows: Mr. WELLER. I have no idea of violating || for 4 limited time. aa er 
“ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the |) the Constitution of the United States by simply || .'The honorable Senator from Ohio interposes an 
saat aneieneaal aor neh ecaeted ace abeasiineree | proposing Bat one jatte> shall receive an increased |} objection that the Constitution does not authorize 
propriated, to Peter Parker, late acting chargé affaires of || Compensation during the period of two years. I |! the increase of compensation, except by a regular 
the United States at Canton, China, thasum of $2,610 04, || certainly think it is proper for Congress, if they_|| additional salary. I should like to hear even that 
it being the difference peri the salary received by him || see proper, to'make an extra allowance to a judge” ingenious gentleman attempt to discriminate 
ohh day of May, 1858, to the Blet day of January, 1853; || for extra labor which may be imposed on him || between the @onstitutional power of raising his 
from the 2%h day of January to the 14th day of April, 1854; | for the duties of the office. Two years ago, || salary for extra services, as a judge, for a limited 
$10,000, in addition to the compensation of the |} period, and the power to increase his salary per- 


| 
} 
| 











and from the 9th.day of December, 1854 to the 4th day of if 
— and the salary of chargé d’atfaires forthe same \ district attorney of the northern district, was al- || manently? Certainly there is no reason of public 
a ° || lowed on the recommendation of the Committee || good to recommend the latter; and as for the draft 
Mr. HUNTER. I hope we shall have the || on Finance. ‘T'wo years ago, Congress gave to || on the public Treasury, it is certainly more eco- 
yeas and nays on the amendment. | If the Senate || the district attorney, in consideration of prose- || nesta! to increase the salary for a limited period 
i this into the bill, I havé no doubt we shall | cuting the land cases in the northern district, || than permanently. 
ave twenty or thirty others. | $10,000 in addition to his salary. Al!lthesecases || The fact is not disputed that these are extraor- 
The yeas and nays were ordered. || were tried before Judge Hofiman. The extra || dinary services not contemplated when he ac- 
Mr. PUGH. I shall vote against this amend- || services were performed by the district attorney || cepted the office, and the commission was conferred 
ment; but if it be adopted, I shall offer all the || in his court;and the only question is, if you have || on him as the judge of the district court of north- 
other bills precisely similar, which have passed || allowed the district attorney additional compen- || ern California. 
the Senate, and gone to the House, to compensate | sation for extra labor, whether you ought notin || It is not disputed, as I understand, and I think 
diferent persons situated precisely as Mr. || justice to make an extra allowance to the judge || it cannot be, that these services have been most 
Parker, || for the performance of that duty. It is well || onerous to him, but that he has rendered them 
Mr. TOOMBS. I think we shall get into great || known there are some three hundred land cases || cheerfully, and with an indefatigable industry and 
trouble by adopting this amendment. It is noth- 1 in the northern district. They will require an || patience worthy of praise. The proposition is to 
ing but a private claim; and if we are to put on || immense amount of labor before they can be || increase his salary only $2,000 a year, which, for 
Lore claim, because it is a pretty good one, || finally passed upon. This labor has been im- || California, would make but a moderate salary. 
0 not see why all the Fridays’ work of the || posed upon this judge since his appointment. || I hope gentlemen will, on mature consideration 
session should not go into this bill. We ought | They are extraordinary duties, that, by the organ- || of this subject,.under the circumstances, which I 
to adopt some rule for our own safety. This || ization of th® board of land commissioners, have think are of a nature to force conviction, not 
does not savor of nationality in any shape. It | been’ devolved on Judge Hoffman. I think it | object to this moderate increase for a limited time. 
| 





} 


is not for any general or public purpose. It is |}'no more than justice that he should receive ad- || It is not proposed to increase the salary of this 
purely and exclusively.a private claim of an || ditional compensation for the additional work || officer permanently. It may be, that with the 
individual, and a doubtful one at that. {} which he has been compelled to perform. pore of living in California, the compensation 

Mr. SLIDELL. I repeat what I have alread i} Mr. PUGH. I think the Senator will see by || he now receives may ordinarily be sufficient, and 
Stated, that I should not have offered this me || reading the Constitution, that I do not make a || it is only proposed to add $2,000 to that ordinary, 
ment if a similar amendment had not received the || vain objection. The Constitution says: permatient compensation, in consideration of the 
sanction of the Senate when offered by the Sen-4j, «The judges both of the supreme and inferior courts shal} |} extraordinary services which he has performed 
ator from New York. I really can perceive no | hdd tiréir offices during good behavior, and shall at statéd |; within the last few years, and which he is 
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ee 
performing to the satisfaction of all. 
universal confidence in his integrit 
as a judicial functionary. Sir, these are rare 
uslileations. I do not speak of judicial func- 
tionaries near the seat of Government, but in 
distant provinces; they are entitled to the highest 
commendation, and I can really see no objection in 
the Constitution to a limited increase of his salary 
in consideration of these extraordinary services. 

Mr. WELLER. I can indorse, of my own 
personal knowledge, every word that my friend 
from Tennessee has said in regard to the character 
of Judge Hoffman. There is no man who enjoys 
the confidence of the community to a greater 
extent than Judge Hoffman. Notwithstanding 
that there have been charges made against other 
tribunals, he has always stood above suspicion. 

Now, if my friend from Ohio thinks the Con- 
stitution is in the way, that can be very readily 
avoided. I could modify the amendment by pro- 
viding that this district judge should be allowed 
$4,000 for extra services performed, and to be 
[seer ar rg in the adjudication of these land cases. 
Surely to that my friend from Ohio would inter- 
pose no objections. 

Mr. PUGH. Where does my friend get the 
idea of extraordinary services performed by judi- 
cial officers? 

Mr. WELLER. Since that office was created 
there has been a board of land commissioners 
constituted. In consequence of the organization 
of that board an additional amount of labor has 


been thrown on this judge—labor not contem- | 


plated under the laws as they stood at the time 
when he accepted the office. I say that if, after 
a judge has accepted office a law be passed which 


throws on his court an extraordinary amount of | 
labor, justice and fairness require that you should | 


make some additional compensation for the labor 
thus imposed. That is alji that is proposed here. 
As | said before, there are upwards of three hun- 
dred land cases to be passed upon in this district 
court. You have already made extraordinary 
allowance to Mr. Inge, the district attorney, for 
trying these cases in this court; and if the district 
attorney was entitled to additional compensation 
in consideration of the land cases being thrown 
into his hands, undoubtedly the judge, who is 
compelled to try and hear the cases, to listen to 
the argument of the district attorney, should re- 
ceive additional compensation. 

Now, if that will obviate the objection of my 
friend from Ohio, | shall propose to put itin that 
form, that for extraordinary services performed, 
and to be performed in the adjudication of these 
land cases, he shall be allowed a compensation of 
$4,000 in addition to his salary. 

Mr. PRATT. I think this proposition is alto- 
gether wrong. I agree with the Senator from 
Ohio in his constitutional proposition. There is 
certainly much more in it than seems to be thought 
by those who oppose it. The Constitution of 
the United States says, that the salary of the 
judges shall be fixed, established, and shall not 

e diminished during the period of their service, 
which is for life. Now, I apprehend, that if you 
say the salary of the judge of California for the 
years 1854 and 1855 shall be $4,000, you have 
not the constitutional power of making it, for 1856 
and 1857, $3,000, because you would be thereby 
virtually diminishing the salary which the judge 
had antecedently received. 

But, independent of that view of the subject, it 
seems to me that it is altogether against the spirit 
of the Constitution that we should give additional 
gratuities to judges. A great object of the Con- 
stitution was to secure to the judiciary entire, 
absolute independence. It was to take from the 
legislative branch of the Government the power 
to suborn them by increasing their salaries for 
eat services or for a limited period. I 
would much prefer to vote for a proposition to 
give this judge an additional salary during the 
period he shali hold his office, rather than to give 
it to him in the form in which itis offered. It 
must be apparent to every one, that, if you have 
the power to say that for certain services which 
a judge has rendered, or shall render, you can 
increase his salary, you have, independently of 
any constitutional provision, and contrary to the 
spirit of the Constitution, power to pay them by 
the Legislature for any services which the Legis- 
leture may desire them to do. In other words, 
you have the power to make them dependent 


and ability | 


| on the Legislature, not for the salary, which is 
already fixed, but they are as much dependent, 
if they desire a greater salary, and you reserve the 
| power to give it to them for a temporary service, 
| as they would be, in the other contingency, by 
| your reserving the power to decrease the salary. 
| Mr. WELLER. Will my friend from Mary- 
| land answer me this question? Does he think it 
is a violation of the Constitution to declare that 
| this judge shall receive $4,000 in addition to his 
| salary, for services which he has performed and 
| is to perform in the adjudication of land cases? 


Mr. PRATT. I think so, decidedly. I have 
| said so. 
Mr. WELLER. I understood the Senator to 


raise a constitutional objection to the amendment. 
As I propose to make it now according to the 
| modification I have suggested, I desire to know 
|| whether he has a constitutional objection to it in 
|| that form? 


| Mr. BAYARD. Ihave, whether the Senator 
| 


| 
| 
| 


from Maryland has or not. 

Mr. PRATT. My view of the Constitution 
||-is, that it is against its spirit, that the legislative 
| department should have power to pay the judi- 
| ciary any additional sum unless you make it a 
| part of their salary and fix it for the residue of 
the term, because otherwise you destroy the in- 
| dependence of the judiciary. Here, for example, 
| is a judge whose expenses would require him to 
| have $20,000. If the legislative branch of the 
Government have the power to increase thatsalary 





|| for extra services, or a temporary increase of 


'| for a limited period, ad libitum, they could give 
|| him $20,000 as a gratuity; and they would have 
in that way just as much power over the judi- 
ciary as they would have by taking the authority 
denied to them by the Constitution, of decreasing 
the salary. I can see no difference. If you have 
the power to induce the judiciary to be corrupt 
| by giving them $20,000 as a gratuity for judicial 
services, it would have as injurious an effect as it 
would have for the Legislature to assume the 
power to decrease their salary, which isexpressly 
forbidden by the Constitution. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I ask my friend 
from Maryland, and also my friend from Ohio, 
if they mean to place the judge of the district of 
northern California in this application, on the 
reason of the principle of the Constitution? How 
| can they demonstrate that it tends to the corrup- 
| tion or diminution of the independence of the 
judge, to add to his salary? Within the ver 
words of the Constitution, you may increase his 
salary. How does it tend to subject him to the 
condition of dependence upon the Legislature, if 
Congress shall think proper to increase his sal- 
ary, even temporarily, or pay him for extra 
services? I go merely upon the reason of the 
thing. The Constitution prevents the Govern- 
| ment from decreasing the salary, because, under 
the other provision of the Constitution by which 
kee holds his office for life, such a power would 
be a mode by which the Government might 
subdue him to a condition of corrupt depend- 
ence on the will of the Executive, or Congress, 
in the exercise of his office. But how can gen- 
| tlemen maintain that an additional allowance 








| salary, has any connection with the principles 
upon which the framers of the Constitution pro- 
ceeded when they provided that the salaries 
should not be diminished? A man accepts the 
office, although it is a judicial effice, upon the 
'same grounds and principles that every other 
| officer of the Government accepts his place. He 
knows what are the ordinary duties to be per- 
|formed by him. They are ne by law. 
They are fixed and certain. For any mere ordi- 
—y increase of the jurisdiction assigned by 
authority of Congress, of course there would be 
|no pretext for demanding extra compensation; 
but when there is a duty cast upon him which 
occupies perhaps half his time, and when his 
appropriate duties fill up all the time that judicial 
functionaries, under ordinary circumstances, have 
the ability to devote, and an appropriation is 
made by Congress for paying for these extra 
services, upon what principle can it be said the 
case comes within the reason or spirit of the Con- 
stitution? 

Mr. BENJAMIN My friend from Tennes- 
see will allow me to suggest a view of this case, 
in connection with what he now says. Suppose 
that, for the purpose of getting the judiciary 
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under our control, we gave them all inadem,,. 
salaries, and then from year to year vote th 
presents: as long as they perform their duties 
the satisfaction of the legislative departmen, -» 
the Government, they will get an annual aa of 
nan extra sum; but as soon as they cease to i of 
the Legislature, the Legislature stops the os 
appropriation. The result is the decided de ~ 
ence of the judiciary 7 the Legislature’ e ; 
trary to the theory of the Constitution, which > 
that the salaries of our judges shall be a fixed 
sum. It is to be fixed by law, and the grant . 
an extra compensation is a violation of the g te 
of the order of the Constitution. =, 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I would Yield to 
the argument of no man, and the Principles of 
no Senator in this eg with more confidence 
than to those of the honorable Senator from 
Louisiana. According to those principles which 
he has avowed so often, and so independent! 


_and so firmly here, no argument drawn from ex. 


treme cases is entitled to the slightest weight 
Does the honorable Senator not remember upon 
how many occasions—certainly upon one or two 
—he has felt the propriety and necessity of up. 
ing such an’argument as that? Is it entitled ;, 
he case put by the honorable Sep. 
ator from Louisiana would imply such a condi. 
tion of things in the national Legislature—gych 
a course of action on the part of the majority of 


| the Government of the United States, of the sep. 


timent of the States and people, as would be 
totally incompatible with the rendition of justice 
to the minority. Does not the honorable Sep. 
ator feel that there is some force .in this view 
of the subject—that it is not an extreme case? |; 
is not to be supposed. Whenever such circum. 
stances shall arise in the country, the Govern. 
ment will be unfit to be sustained by an en- 
lightened and free people. It implies a state of 
corruption upon the part of the minority, or tyr. 
anny on the part of the majority, or both, totally 
incompatible‘with the existence and maintenance 
of afree and just Government. There is no force 


|in the argument, therefore, I infer, with great 





deference to the honorable Senator. I have heard 
him, with pleasure, speak of the force to be given 
to extreme cases. They are never resorted to 
except in extremity by the opponents of a meas- 
ure. 

This judge, standing as high as he does by 
the admission of all parties, is no party man. 
He stands there the administrator of justice be- 
tween all parties and persons, between the Gov- 
ernment and the citizen, and the citizen and the 
Government. He has acquired the approval of 
the whole population who had been witnesses of 
his conduct; and the Government has cast upon 
him a very arduous duty. I have heard nothing 
from himself. I have had no communication 
with him; though I do feel a deep interest in the 
proper remuneration for a public functionary— 
a judicial functionary — situated as he is in the 
midst of such an extraordinary temptation—doing 
such justice to the judicial ermine as he has done, 
and to the universal satisfaction of the people 
who have looked upon him., No man, not even 
an individual the most interested, has objected at 
all to the impartiality of the administration of 
his duty as judge; and that is a high encomium 
in these days, and under such circumstances 43 
those in which he has been placed. ca 

Now, it is said there is danger of establishing 
the precedent of giving extra compensation for 
every uncommon extraordinary duty. Thatisan 
argument which I think is not entitled to a great 
deal of consideration, and I say this in perfect 
deference to all the opinions and sentiments of 
gondenen who have opposed this amendment. 

ope the majority of the Senate will see sufficient 
reason for this amendment to vote for it. 

Mr. HALE called for the reading of the amend- 
ment os modified; and it was read, as follows: 


And that for extra services performed and to be performed 
by the district judge of the United States; in the adjudication 
of land claims in the northern district of California, he be 
allowed and paid the sum of $4,000. 


The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. WELLER. I have another amendment: 
That the accounting officers of the Treasury >, 
and they ot narebys a and directed, in settling the 
accounts of William H. Richardson, late United States 
marshal of the northern district of California, to credit his 


the presentation of authenticated 
, With the sum of gers 40, being the 
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. tofore suspended and disallowed at the Treas- 
wn ich were authorized and approved by the 


url; 


United States district court of said district. 

Mr. BIGGS. It seems to me that is a private 
..im, not proper for an appropriation bill. 
ar WELLER. This amendment was made 
> the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill two 
‘ears ago, and lost upon a committee of confer- 
i General Richardson, the marshal, was then 
coe but has since been assassinated in San 
Francisco. ‘The amount allowed on the vouchers 
is 43,000. The aggregate of these suspended 
vouchers amounts to $10,000. . 

| will give one example to show the character 
of them. On one occasion the marshal was re- 
quired to charter a schooner in order to get out- 
de of the bay in pursuit of a vessel that had 
forty or fifty mutineers. Immediately on going 
out of the bay the crew had risen on the captain 
of the boat, and those in charge of it, and the 
news was sent to the shore by a small boat. The 
marshal, in order that he might take the schooner, 
went out ina most violent storm and brought six- 
wen of these mutineers on shore. Under the law 
that exists, he.was allowed for this service about 
eivhty dollars, and the whole expenses amounted 
to ave hundred dollars. He had to employ a suffi- 
cientnumber of men ateight dollarsa day, forthey 
could not be employed at less, to go out there 
and do these duties. He brought them in. The 
jaw authorized only four dollars a day, being four 
dollars less than he was compelled to pay to the 
men he employed. The whole object of this 
amendment is to enable him to be paid the 





amount he expended in the performance of his || 


duties. As I said before, it was placed on the 
civil and diplomatic bill two years ago, and lost 
upon a committee of conference. Since that time 
the marshal has been assassinated in the streets 
of San Francisco. I hope it will be paid now. 

Mr. HUNTER. Was there not a question 
of order whether this was not a private claim, 
submitted by the Senator from North Carolina? 

Mr. BIGGS. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 


quorum here. 


a quorum 


been amendments placed on this bill as clearly of 
| @ private character as the one I have offered. 
| ‘This is not to pay a certain sum of money to any 
private individual. It is to enable the accounting | 
| officers to close up the accounts of one of the 
public officers, the marshal. i] 


| from California, that | intend to raise the very 
| question on the amendment proposed by the Sen- | 
ator from New York. , 
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Mr. WELLER. Ido not believe there is a | reported the joint resolution so amended, and that 


Mr. BELLeof Tennessee. 
resent. 


Mr. WELLER. 


Certainly there is 





Mr. BIGGS. 1 desire to say to the Senator 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If the present | 


occupant of the chair had been here when the | 





did not so understand, or he would have decided 
it prom a Te 

Mr. W <LLER. It is simply an amendment 
authorizing an audit by the officers of the Treas- 
ury for closing up the accounts of the marshal, 
and to allow the suspended vouchers. That is 
the amount of it. It is not a private claim. It is 
to make provision for the settlement of the ac- 
counts of a public officer. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair is 
under the impression that this is a private claim 
and excluded by the rule. 

Mr. SEWARD, (at twenty minutes after four 
o’clock.) I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. HUNTER. We can get through in fif- 
teen or twenty minutes. 

Mr. WELLER. 
that I want this question passed upon by the 
Senate. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 


I desire it to be understood 


Allow me to offer 
a resolution, if the Senator will withdraw his 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Then there is 
a — on the amendment. The Chair is 
under the impression that, inder the 30th rule, it 
isa private claim, and excluded. The Senator 
pons California appeals from the decision of the 
air, 

_ Mr. WELLER. I only appeal from the decis- 
ion of the Chair, because almost the uniform 
practice in the Senate has been to adopt amend- 
ments of this sort. I believe, wlten it was pre- 
sented before, a question was raised by the Sen- 
ator from Virginia then, that this was a private 
claim; but inasmuch as it simply proposed .to 
authorize the accounting officer of the Treasury, 
in making a final settlement with this public 
officer, to allow certain vouchers which had been 
suspended, it was placed on the civil and diplo- 
matic bill, and, as f said before, was lost on the 
last night of the session, in the committee of con- 
erence, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 30th 
tule, in the concluding paragraph, is: 

“No amendment shall be received, whose object is to 


Provide for a private claim, unless it is to carry out the pro- 
vision of an existing law or a treaty stipulation.” 


On a division, the ayes appeared to succeed. 


motion. 
Mr. SEWARD. . Yes, sir. 


| 


SSS 


| be received b 


journ. 


estion was raised on the amendment offered by | 


| the Senator from Louisiana, he would have de- | 
| cided it clearly out of order. The decision of the | 
| Chair stands as the judgment of the Senate in | 
this case. 


Mr. SEWARD. I move that the Senate ad- 
ourn. ; 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. My resolution can 


unanimous consent. 


Mr. HUNTER. What is it? 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. It is a proposition 


to give to the new members of the Senate the | 


books.voted by the House of Representatives to 
the new members of that body. 

Mr. BAYARD. I object. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move that the Senate ad- 


The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. The resolution 
which I offer might meet the approbation of a 
majority of the Senate. There is no appropria- 
tion made for it. 

Mr. HUNTER. Offer it to-morrow, in the 
morning hour, as a resolution of the Senate. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. But then where 
can I get an appropriation for it? 


Mr. HUNTER. There are other appropria- | 


in the Senate. 
ennessee. If the honorable 


tion bills to come u 


Mr. BELL, of 


rance that he would not object on the ground of 
form 

Mr. HUNTER. It has been objected to by 
the Senator from Delaware. 
up on this bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
did not understand the Senator from Tennessee 
as offering an amendment to the bill pending. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. No, sir. 





Mr. BAYARD. I move to amend the bill by ! 


|| voted against it: 
|| Osition to give new members books, though I 


striking out 

For books voted to the members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives by the resolution of said House of 7th July, 1856, 
$182,765 85. 

The object of my amendment is to prevent a 
gross and palpable violation of law by one branch 
of Congress. I donot mean to go into the origin 
of this system of supplying books. 


to such an extent in consequence of the books 
being out of print, and, in point of fact, the 


money being taken by new members instead of | 


the books which were intended to be given to 
them for their use here as legislators, Congress 
passed a law prohibiting either House, of its own 
warrant, from making an order for the distribu- 
tion of books among its members. 

At the present session the House of Rep ‘esent- 
atives transmitted to the Senate a joint resolution 
providing that the new members of each body 
should receive similar books to those distributed 
to member#of Congress previously. That was 
referred to the Committee on the Library. The 
Committee on the Library, knowing the extent 
to which this abuse had gone, and finding that this 
was literally in fact nothing less than voting about 


twelve or fifteen hundred dollars into the pocket 


| of each new member, determined to cut it down, 
= all events to those books which were still in 


print, and could be procured. They accordingly 


| resolution so amended passed the Senate. 
| what was the course of the House? 
| laid it on the table with entire contempt, and im- 
ir. ! It would be much more || mediately passed of their own body a resolution 
| gratifying to me if there could be some uniform- || to pay out of their own contingent fund $182,000 

ity in the decisions of the Senate. There have || for books which they knew could not be pro- 
| cured. Mr. President, if one House of the Legis- 
| lature of the United States can deliberately violate 
| the law, on what basis can you call on any citi- 
zen to obey the law? 
1853: 


| their own joint resolution, w 
sent back to them, they lay our amendment con- 
ee on the table, and pass a resolution 
providing 

not books for their own use—but books which 
they knew could not be obtained. The effect was 
to give six or seven hundred dollars for books 
that could not be procured, to each new member 
of the present Congress. 
the country ought to know this. 


1] 


I want to offer a || 
resolution which, under the circumstances, I 
trust will not be objected to. 

‘ ~ HUNTER. We want to dispose of this || 
| bill. 


tained. 





We cannot bring it || 
|| they were ordered. 


: it is enough | 
to say that, inthe year 1853, the abuse had grown | 


And 
The House 


Here stands the law of 


“That hereafter no books shall be distributed to members 


of Congress except such as are ordered to be printed as 
— documents by the Congress of which they are mem- 
rs.’ 


In the face of that law enero ia the face of 
1ich we modified and 


or every new member of that body, 


At least, the people of 


Let me not be misunderstood, Mr. President. 


I think the compensation of members of Congress 
is too little. 
| ever since I have been in the Senate, and I think 
the people of the country are willing, to put it on 
its fair footing, and increase it; but Lam utterly 
opposed to public plunder, whether it is by one 
set of officials or another. 
voting nominally books for the use of members of 
the House, when, in point of fact, it is voting an 
extra compensation of six or.seven hundred dol- 
lars independent of those books that can be bought, 
into the pocket of each new member of the House 
of Representatives, and that, directly in the face 
of a law which, in consequence of the growing 
evil, was forced upon Congress. 


I am willing, and have been willing 


I am opposed to 


I hope this motion to strike out will be sus- 
If, then, the House choose to pass the 
joint resolution, amended by the Senate, giving 
those books that can be procured, I shall be per- 


| fectly willing to vote for an appropriation to pay 


for such books as can be procured; but I am not 


|| willing that one House shall deliberately violate 
| the law, and that we shall give them, not books, 
|| but put money into their own individual pockets 
| by their own vote. 
Senator from Virginia would give me any assu- || What the vote was, but it was nota very extraor- 

dinary majority in the House, composed prin- 
|| cipally of those who were to receive the money, 
|| that passed the resolution. 


I cannot recollect exactly 


Mr. PRATT called for the yeas and nays; and 


Mr. PUGH. I shall have to vote against this 


|| amendment, and only wish to say a few words 
@ || in explanation of my vote. 
| Senate when the resolution was wees to give 


If I had been in the 


the new meffbers these books, I should have 
I shall vote against every prop- 


should be one of the beneficiaries; but I do not 
think it right for us, the Senate, to sit in judg- 


| ment on the action of the House of Representa- 
| tives. The 
| lature, an 


are a coérdinate branch of the Legis- 
I wish to treat them with respect. 
They have voted their members these books. It 
does not yet appear, from this clause, that they 
have been distributed, and it is in our power to 
legitimatize the expenditure by the passage of this 
bill. I wish to treat the House with all respect, 
and I shall be obliged, for that reason alonc, to 
vote against the amendment. 

Mr. BAYARD. I should be sorry to be guilty 
of disrespect to the House, but I cannot see that 
there is any question of disrespect except on thie 

art of the House to the Senate of the United 

tates. Here is the law of thw land which pro- 
hibits the House from passing any such resolu- 
tion. The House first tried to procure this ap- 
propriation according to the law of the land by 
a joint resolution, and the Senate amended that 
resolution, and the House then laid it on the 
table without notice, agd then they have them- 
selves passed this resolution of their own in 
face of the law. Itis nocontemptof the House 
to require that the members of the House, as in- 
‘dividuals, and the House as a House, shall be 
bound by the laws of the land. 1| consider that 
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né contempt whatever. If there had beeh no 
law on the subject—if this question had not been 
before Congress—if the FE ouse of Representa- 
tives as well as the Senate, knowing the evil, had 
not passed a law for the very purpose of pro- 
hibiting the very act which is done, then I should 
consider, of course, that it was not for me to in- 
terfere with the contingent expenses of the House. 
Nor would 1 do it in any other case; but a law 


has been passed for the express purpose of pro- | 
hibition, and itisa plain and palpable violation of 
that law on the part of the House when they | 


passed this order. 

Mr. TOOMBS. If the Senator from Ohio had 
listened to the report of our Library Committee, 
he would have seen that the ground he has taken 
is untenable. ‘The joint scallions which passed 
the House was to distribute certain books. 
to the appropriate committee here, and they re- 
.ported to give them all the books that were in ex- 


istence, but struck out those which were not in | 


twent | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL G 





| 
| 
| 





existence, and for which it was well known (and || 


it is very discreditable tothe American Congress, 
either the Senate or the House) members got a 
money commutation. There is a Rory, high prin- 
ciple involved in this matter. The C 


law. 


onstitution | 
says no money shall be appropriated except by || 


the Government, allowed a fund for contingent || 


expenses; but it is my deliberate judgment that 
the contingent expenses of both branches of Con- 
ress have transcended the object, and have 
Ca disgraceful to both een 
them. Formerly they were $30,000, then $60 ,000, 
and so on until we have got hundreds, and thou- 
sands, and millions of dollars. It is a fraud on 
the Constitution. If the Constitution says that 


Look at | 


no money shall be drawn for this purpose but by || 


law, and then each honorable takes money out of 
the contingent fund, and makes you vote for the 


This is done ae that view. The Senate have 
passed unanimously a resolution that they will 


} 


. a . ; \| 
contingent expenses, it defeats the Constitution. || : , eo 
|| for compensation to the judge of the district court 
| 


| California. 





The PRESIDENT pro tempore The question 
now is on agreeing to the amendment in relation 
to J. Hosford Smith, corsul at Beirfit. 

Mr. SEWARD. I think that amendment is 
entirely misunderstood. It is the mere payment 
of a salary. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on concurrence in this amendment. 

Mr. BIGGS called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. BIGLER. [ understand this is for a sal- 
ary, and not adeferred claim. I shall vote for it. 

Mr. WELLER. The Senate voted down my 
amendment, on the ground that it was a private 
claim; but two wrongs will not make one right, 
and I shall vote ** yea.’’ 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, re- 
sulted—yeas 13, nays 19; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell of Tennessee, Bigler, Dodge, Dur- 
kee, Fish, Foster, Hale, Harlan, Seward, Trumbull, Wade, 
Weller, and Wilson—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Biggs, Bright, Brod- 


| head, Clay, Fitzpatrick, Houston, Hunter, Jones of Iowa, | 
|| Mallory, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Slidell, Thomson of New Jer- | 
| ses, Toombs, Wright, and Yulee—19. 


So the amendment was non-concurred in. 
Mr. WELLER. 


the salary of the judge of the southern district of 


mittee, that that would be no more than justice 
to that officer. The salary of the northern judge 
being $5,000, the salary of the southern judge 
ought to be $4,500. 

‘The question being taken, on a division there 


| were—ayes 14, noes 16; no quorum voting. 


Mr. WELLER called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. BAYARD. What is the amendment? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Inthe clause 


| for the southern district of California, to strike 


not allow money commutation in lieu of books. | 


Then it is proposed to do this indirectly, under 
the pretext of paying out of the contingent ex- 
penses of the lcwiae 

word of truth in it, 


ing it before the country. The resolution is not 
to distribute books among the members. 


It is to | 


distribute some books and some money; for the | 
fact is undeniable, that some of these books have | 


no existence. Itis a means to get over the Con- 
stitution, and it ought to be arrested. Ido not 
make a charge against the House of Representa- 
tives; I will not interfere with them; but I will 


not surrender my constitutional control over the | 


Treasury of the United States from courtesy. I 
cannot do it, [tis wrong. Can you allow them 
to vote themselves money to fix their own com- 
pensation? The Constitution says Congress shall 
fix the compensation. You are allowgng them to 


We know there is not a |) 


I thank the Senator from Delaware for bring- |} 


| 


out ** $4,000,”’ and insert ** $4,500.”” 

Mr. BAYARD. Iunderstand thisis to increase 
the amount allowed by the Committee on the 
Judiciary. I was not present at the committee’s 
deliberations on that subject. A sum was allowed 
by the committee, after considering the whole 
question. 
me for it, I cannot consent to depart from the 
recommendation of the committee. I must vote 
against it. 

Mr. BIGGS. Unless I am mistaken, the $4,000 
appropriation was an amendment to the biil, on 


|| the motion of the Senator from Georgia, reported 


} 


increase their compensation, as is jn fact shown. || 
The report of the committee very clearly showed | 


how this business commenced. 
some works which were necessary for the Gov- 
ernment to publish—the American State Papers 
and others. I think Government ought to have 
done so; private individuals could not publish 
them. ‘Thousands of them were lumbering up 
the library, It was suggested by somebody that 
the books had better be’ distributed to members 
of Congress, and go among’ the people. It was 
done; but when the books are exhausted, to go 
on with the system is a fraud. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 32, nays 2; as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Bayard, Bell of Tennessee, Benjamin, 
Riggs, Bigler, Bright, Cass, Clay, Dodge, Durkee, Fish, 
Fitzpatrick, Foster, Hale, Harlan, Houston, Hunter, Jones 
of lowa, Mallory, Pearce, Pratt, Reid, Sebastian, Seward, 
Slidell, ‘Thomson of New Jerse, Toombs, Trumball, Wade, 
Welter, Wiisen, and Wrighty —32, 

NAYS—Messrs. Pugh, and Yulee—2. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


The bill wasreported to the Senate as qmended. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Will the Sen- 
ate concur in the amendments made as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole? 


Mr. HUNTER. I desire to except one private 
claim offered by the Senator from New York. 

The amendments made as in Committee of the 
Whole, with the exteption, were concurred in. 






| 
| 


} 
i 


‘ 


'| from the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. TOOMBS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BIGGS. That we have already adopted; 
and it seems to me, therefore, to be out of order 
to move to amend it. 

el'he PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
ment was 0 

Mr. BIGGS. 
the Senate. 


That amend- 

-d in Committee of the Whole. 
And we have concurred in it in 

Now, it is proposed to amend the 


We published | amendment, after we have adopted it in the Sen- 


ate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amend- 
ment is still in order. 

Mr. WELLER. I Want to say a word to the 
Senator from Delaware. The reason why I make 
the motion is this: The salary of the judge of the 
northern district is $5,000, fixed by law two years 
ago. The expenses of living in the southern dis- 
trict, are quite as great as in the northern district; 
and therefore I thought we ought approximate 
more closely to the salary alread: y allowed to the 
judge of the northern district. Iam very sure 
$4,500 will be barely sufficient to support a man 
with a family in any part of California. 

Mr. MALLORY. i ask the Sena‘or from 
California if the northern district court is not open 
every day in the year, and does not transact busi- 
ness every day in the year? and whether the south- 
ern district is held any oftener than two regular 
terms? 

Mr. WELLER. There are three terms of the 
southern district of California, and the court is 
in session for a number.of weeks at each period. 
As I said to-day, there are accumulated in that 
court five huhdred and fifty land cases, and the 
Senator will see for himself that it will require, 
I am afraid, some years to dispose of those cases. 
About two thirds of the land cases in California 


I desire to renew the motion | 


; i ‘ | I made in Committee of the Whole in regard to 
We have uniformly, from the beginning of || ae 


I move to increase it from $4,000 to | 
| $4,500, for the reason which I have given in com- 


Without some potent reason given to | 


LOBE. 

















a 


are in the southern district. It has been dec} 
cided 
by the Senate to-day, that you cannot give 
extra compensation to any of those judges: by 
order to allow the southern judge what ma b on 
fair and just compensation for labor whoh rt 
will be compelled to perform, I propose t : 
crease his salary to $4,500—only $500 beyo.) 
what has already been fixed by the Chae 
on the Judiciary. ” 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 1 shall vote for },, 
proposition, because, under the circumst, : 
consider it reasonable, and I believe the 
ought to be greater in California, from al] 
of the condition of that country, of the €Xpens: 
of living, and the temptations to enter into other 
business, than in other parts of the Unite 
States. But I wish to observe that, notwithstand. 
ing it is said that the judge of the district court og 
southern California has a larger amount of |yys). 
ness to do in connection with the land comm). 
sion established by law in California, the judo, 
of the northern district has almost the exelysj;, 
duty of attending to maritime causes, and jg 
obliged to be im court every judicial day duriys 
the year. This arises from the enormous amony, 
of the commerce of San Francisco. I ask my 
honorable friend from California whether jt js 
not true that the judge of northern California hg 
almost the exclusive burden of the maritine 
causes arising from the immense commerce of 
that State, and particularly the city of San Fran. 
cisco; and at no day is he exempt from the obj. 
gation of attending to the duties attaching to his 
office in those causes? 

Mr. WELLER. | simply desire to say tha 
this judge, in consequence of Judge McCallister 
being on the northern district constantly, is com- 
pelled to perform the duties of a circuit judge 
in southern California. All I desire is to make 
this district judge, in point of compensation, as 
respectable as the State judges are. The State 
judges in the southern part of the State receive 
$4,500. I desire the Federal officer placed at least 
on the same footing. 

Mr. SEWARD. It seems to me very reason- 
able, and hardly a matter of debate. ‘The Con- 
mittee on the Judiciary agreed to the amendment 
of $4,000, and this is to give $500 more. No one 
can say that $4,000 is exactly the right sum, and 
there is fitness in having the judges of the district 
courts in as respectable a place as possible. [ 
am sure the last inconvenience we shall suffer is 
that of having our judicial officers too indepent- 
ent and too well paid. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 17, nays 17; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell of Tennessee, Bigler, Bright, Brod- 
head, Clay, Dodge, Durkee, Fitzpatrick, Houston, Jones of 
Iowa, Mallory, Pugh, Sebastian, Seward, Weller, Wright, 
and Yulee—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Biggs, Fish, Foster, 
Hale, Harlan, Hunter, Pearce, Pratt, Reid, Slidell, Thom- 


son of New Jersey, Toombs, Trumbull, Wade, and Wil- 
son—17. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I wiil now offer the amend- 
ment objected to by my friend from Virginia, on 
what is certainly an erroneous principle. It is 
an amendment offered from the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, by the Senator from South Carolina, in 
regard to the pay of the judges of this District. 
They are not adequately paid. Their expenses 
are very great. The committee are unanimously 
“ai opinion that the proposition is just and proper. 

t is: 

And from and after the 30th of June, 1856, the salary 
of the chief justice of the circuit court of the United States 
for the District of Columbia, shall be $3,750 per annum, 
and the salary of the associate justices, and judge of the 
criminal court of said District, $3,500 to be paid quarterly; 
and the salary of ‘the judge of the orphans’ court of the 
District of Columbia, shall hereafter be $2,500 per annum, 
payable quarterly. 

Mr. HALE called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered, 

Mr. BAYARD. I ask what is the increase of 
salary ? ; 

Mr. TOOMBS. The old salary of the chief 
justice was $2,750,and thisisan increase of $1,000; 
and the others were $2,500, and that is increased 
to $3,500. This increase is recommended by the 
committee. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 21, nays 13; as follows: 

Y —Messrs. Ba: Bell of Tennessee amid, 
Bigier Bright mrodheed, Clay, Dodge, Fitzpatrick, Hous- 


ances, | 
Salaries 
I know 








